
with disabilities

In our society, it is generally believed that disabled people have no sexuality 

and that disabled lesbians do not exist. Therefore, there is practically no 

awareness of the issues faced by lesbians with disabilities and provision for 
them within the voluntary sector is less than minimal. But, as we have found 

out through our casework, lesbians with disabilities do in fact exist and are 

extremely prone to harassment as their attackers perceive them as a 'softer' 
target than able-bodied people. These factors make disabled lesbians 

particularly vulnerable.

Our casework indicates that as a victim of crime, a disabled lesbian finds it 

harder to gain recourse from the law. Unfortunately in our society, it is often 
assumed that being disabled makes one a less effective witness in court. Many 

disabled lesbians feel that they are patronised and ignored on account of 

their disabilities. Few police stations and solicitors offices have been built 

to allow access to disabled people. Clients who are deaf, for example, find it 

hard to communicate with the majority of solicitors who do not understand sign 

language. Lipreading is not an effective alternative to the use of a sign 

language interpreter and it is extremely tiring to use. The presence of an 
interpreter, however, does not guarantee that a deaf lesbian would feel totally 

confident having found a solicitor to represent her (see earlier section on 

black and minority ethnic lesbians). For the sight impaired, there is a 

bewildering amount of paperwork to be grappled with - all of which is 

inaccessible to them. There is little available on tape, large print or Braille. 

Blind/partially sighted lesbians are therefore forced to depend on readers 
whose goodwill they cannot jeopardise by disclosing their true sexuality. For 

disabled lesbians, Lespop has been a resource they can depend on to give them 

support without the fear of experiencing incredulity or discrimination.

People with learning disabilities are often dependent on a responsible adult 

who acts as their advocate in communicating between them and the able-bodied 
world and to help them understand complex police and court procedures. Without 

effective advocacy, they can become vulnerable when questioned in court or by 
the police. This has led to cases where people with learning disabilities have 

been convicted for crimes (including serious ones such as arson) which they 

have not committed.

These issues are not faced by disabled lesbians only. Able-bodied lesbians too 

are concerned, primarily as mothers/carers of disabled people. One example of 

our work in this area is our support of people with AIDS and their carers who 

are experiencing harassment on estates.

Lespop has tried to ameliorate all this disadvantage primarily through its 
casework with disabled lesbians and lesbian mothers/carers of disabled people 

who are victims of crime or alleged offenders. We have found sympathetic sign 

language interpreters and solicitors which can be used by Lespop as required. 
Much of our information is available in large print, Braille and on tape. As 

part of our solicitors' survey we have requested information as to the degree 

to which individual solicitors' offices in Greater London are accessible to 
disabled people and if individual practices are planning to improve access. Our 

premises have good disabled access and although small, it is possible for us 
to borrow a larger room when necessary. We have made contact with many 

disabled lesbians so that they know of our services and we continue to 

publicise our work within the disability communities generally. Full details of 
the civil rights of disabled people when questioned by the police have been 

produced by Lespop and these have been widely circulated. Lespop through the 

information we produce and disseminate in our workshops, has endeavoured to 

see that the civil rights and experiences of disabled lesbians are made clear 

and more widely understood.
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