
Lespop's work with Black and minority ethnic lesbians

Most people experience distress and confusion when they become victims of 

crime and can find the legal system daunting. But the problems faced by Black 

and minority ethnic lesbians are particularly acute. For this reason Lespop has 

endeavoured to take the needs of these communities into account in terms of 

the support, information and advice we give.

Racial, sexual and anti-lesbian harassment and discrimination are common 
difficulties for Black and minority ethnic lesbians. The forms of this can 

range from jibes to murderous attacks. Since the onset of AIDS, Black lesbians 
have been under increasing verbal and physical attack due to the claims that 
AIDS originated in Africa and is rife in other Third World countries. 

Unfortunately, we have seen a rise in inflammatory literature, scapegoating 
Black people, particularly Black lesbians and gays and spreading

misinformation about the disease. Lesbians in these situations often feel 

unable to go to solicitors, police, even law centres and CABs. If the motive of 
the attack is anti-lesbian, then they risk becoming additionally vulnerable 

should they receive an unsympathetic hearing, or one that shows little 
knowledge of the issues involved in their case. This is compounded when the 

woman does not have English as her mother tongue and is unfamiliar with the 

British legal system. Where an interpreter is available, a woman may be 
reluctant to disclose her true sexuality to someone she is depending on to 

present her case to the police and to the courts, however relevant this 

information may be to the case.

In such cases, Lespop has helped women to inform the police effectively of the 

case and in finding a sympathetic solicitor; advised them on collecting 

evidence and getting witnesses together; assisted them to obtain compensation 

where this is possible, and to use complaints procedures where they are 
displeased with the handling of the case by solicitors, police etc. In any case 

where lesbians are reluctant to give information that the police need with 
respect to a case, Lespop can and does act as an intermediary. Where women are 

willing, we will refer them to their local victims' support scheme so that they 

and their families can get ongoing moral support while their cases are in 
progress. However, the majority of women who come to us prefer to get this 

support from our staff and volunteers.

As alleged offenders, black and minority ethnic lesbians and their children 

face special difficulties. Our casework indicates that they are more likely to 

be stopped, searched or arrested for street offences. Again from our 

experience, the sentencing of black women who are convicted of an offence 

tends to be higher than the average for the offence in question. Lespop offers 
support by referring to sympathetic and experienced solicitors, helping to 

contact witnesses, helping the defendant to understand police and court 

procedures, etc.

From the beginning, Lespop has maintained a high level of involvement by black 

and minority ethnic lesbians in the project, as staff, management committee 
members and volunteers. Translations of many of our materials into minority 

ethnic languages are available in print and on tape, We have made contacts 
with black and minority ethnic interpreters and solicitors who are sympathetic 

to issues facing lesbians and to whom we can turn when necessary. As black 

lesbians sometimes prefer to confide in someone from their own community, we 

do run workshops for black and minority ethnic lesbians only on request. 

Groups visited include: Peckham black lesbian group; Camden black lesbian 
group; Black lesbian & gay people of faith and Waltham Forest black lesbian 

group. We also work closely with other Black community organisations, eg Black 

Lesbian and Gay Centre project and Peckham Black Women's Centre who refer 
Black lesbians to us in order that they may get specialist advice and support.
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