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Recording 1 
 
Right, would you like to just state your name and your influences with Women’s Aid to begin with, 
just so we can know who you are… 
 
Sorry, can I just ask for something, are we going to… 

 

Yeah, sure. I mean, we don't have to stick to it, whatever you want, like, just if you can tell us a bit 
about… 
 
My background, how I got involved.  

 

…about how you got involved. 
 
Ok, so, my name's Morna Burdon and my work at [Scottish] Women’s Aid was from 1980 to ‘86. I 

was the first [National] Information and Education worker; Joint Co-ordinator of the National Office 

and First Training Officer at Scottish Women’s Aid. Before that I worked at Edinburgh Women’s Aid 

and I was Education worker, Follow up worker and volunteer. So that's how I got involved. Well 

that's what I did. How I got involved … I had done a community work course, a one year community 

work course, and I was looking for work, and I also had a small son, he was about, maybe about a 

year or two years old. Anyway, and I saw an advert in a window in Edinburgh and it seemed to be 
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about child-care and because I needed child-care to help me with work, I went in, and in typical 

Women’s Aid fashion, I came out a volunteer for Women’s Aid [laughs]. And that was a wonderful 

woman called Fiona Philipson who just, you know, she just suggested that I might want to be a 

volunteer.  

 

Yeah. 
 
They were actually setting up a child-care project. She was trying to … and so, you know, they 

weren't providing child-care, so … and all that happened was that there was another organisation 

that I could do voluntary work with [or] Women’s Aid, and I think Women’s Aid got in touch with me 

first. 

 

Okay. 
 
So, I went along and did their training course. That was how I got involved. 

 

So what did you do when you were a volunteer, what was your, like, first, sort of, tasks? 
 
Erm, at Edinburgh Women’s Aid, Edinburgh and Lothian Women’s Aid, I think, I think it probably was 

as a volunteer, I think, was probably going to visit women who had been through the refuge. A lot … 

all this kind of training you were being taken along to the refuge to see what that was like, erm, but 

yes, it was to visit women who had been through the refuge. That's my main memory, and then I 

would … there was what was called Man Power services, you know, just the name [laughs]. Man 

Power services, like job creation and jobs for unemployed people and I got one of the jobs as 

education worker. 

 

00:02:39 Okay. So you've listed quite a few roles that you did: training, education ... What … can you 
tell us a little bit about what each of those different roles were… 
 
Okay, I'll start with Edinburgh Women’s Aid because the training stuff I did was at Scottish Women’s 

Aid. So, at Edinburgh Women’s Aid … Oh, well it was things like in Leith community in Edinburgh, I 

think on a Wednesday afternoon, Women’s Aid hired a room and I would sit there every Wednesday 

afternoon waiting for a, what was called a battered woman in these days, to come in. She never did 
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but that was a quite a long … it gave me a chance to actually prepare a whole lot of other work and it 

was also at the very least what was happening was some sort of consciousness was being raised 

locally, about the fact that that service existed and what that service was. 

 

Right.  
 
So that was the value of that. Other things I did was putting up shelves in refuges, that was because 

one of the women who worked at Women’s Aid, when she took me along, she was putting up 

shelves in order to put different books there, feminist books, but also books about social security, 

child -care, whatever, and a classic thing that happened in these days was that if you found the right 

woman she would try and empower you, and so Marie [Atkinson] was busy putting up the shelf with 

the drill and turned round and handed the drill to me, so then I was putting up the shelf. Erm, we 

had, well, one of the things I did was setting up with the Workers Educational Association a course 

on Women's Liberation, because the links were very direct at Edinburgh Women’s Aid, between 

Women's Liberation and women's position in society, and domestic abuse, which in these days was 

not called domestic abuse, it was called battered wives, is what that was called. And so I just set up a 

course for community workers and social workers, or, for example, for women in media, women in 

mental health, women in trade unions, all under the umbrella of Women’s Aid. And with that one 

what I also did was set up a crèche because there wasn't a crèche and I needed one. Well, if I needed 

one, somebody else might come along, or they might not come along if there wasn't a crèche, so.  

 
Then there was … I was also one of a group of women who went and sat with a particular woman I 

can think of, her husband had taken out a hit, is the only way you can put it. She came from England, 

and he'd, he'd orga-,  he was paying somebody to try and kill her, basically, and so it was our job to 

take it in turns to sit with her of an evening, on our own, in case somebody turned up [laughs]. But 

you go, 'No, that's no-, that's not a good idea' [laughs]. But, er, yeah, I don't know why we were 

doing that but, anyway, that is what we were doing! But I think that probably at that time two things 

helped; one was complete naivety and innocence, not really quite clocking what that meant, I think. 

And the other one was just knowing we were right, and that was it. So there was a real, kind of, 

almost cut off at a certain stage of what might actually happen to you, and anyway, what would you 

do.  
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Another thing that I did was talks. Well, I wasn't the only one. I was in what was called the Publicity 

and Education Collective, and the people in that, that's the Edinburgh Women’s Aid, we did different 

things but my job was to go out and give talks to a whole load of the agencies - health visitors - I've 

got a letter somewhere I'd written to the police, schools – a lot of schools talks – nurses, just again 

making them aware of the problem, making them aware of what we understood the causes to be 

and saying how they could help. So that was probably, that, that's … I'm trying to think if there's 

anything … I mean, there was loads, loads of things we did.  

 
The other one was what was called … You might have heard of it, the June Greig campaign, and that 

was a woman who had killed her husband after years of abuse, and that was when the idea, I think it 

might have been just happening down south, of the ‘slow burn defence’ came in, round and about, 

that's what we argued anyway, and it was just a Free June Greig campaign. And so I was involved 

with other people on publicising it. I’ve got a photo somewhere [shuffling papers], there it is 

[indicates photo], that's a photo of outside … that's Free June Grieg, that's just opposite the courts in 

Edinburgh and that was just, you can see all the media and publicity people there, and that was 

people from Scottish Women's [Aid]. That's Sue Robertson from Scottish Women’s Aid, that's me, I 

must have still been at Edinburgh's Women’s Aid, and that's some women that had been through 

the refuge. 

 

00:07:05 I heard something about that, that, erm, the court actually used Women’s Aid against the 
case, something about the judge saying that he wasn't going to be pressured by the Women’s Aid, to 
release her. 
 
Yeah, well he might not have been pressured but I think that's changed [laughs]. 

 

Yes, of course. 
 
I suppose that's another slow burn, if you like. Because I think that, to be honest, if our aim was to 

be popular with the courts you wouldn't have been able to do the job.  

 

No, that's very true.  
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…and it doesn't surprise me 'cause that's probably one of the lesser things that the, the judicial 

process was … you know, all sorts of astonishing things. When I became the editor of the Scottish 

Women’s Aid newsletter, and, you know, it was part of my job to find quotes from all over the place, 

and the things that were being said by judges, for example, about battered women, I'll kind of use 

that phrase until the point in time in my mind … I sort of go, ‘Oh no, then it changed to abused 

women’, but at that point, yeah, that would be fairly … I mean, it's his job to say that, it's his job to 

say that, to be honest. It's not his job to be influenced at all, he's meant to look at the evidence, 

listen to the evidence and the facts etc. So that was him doing his job, I suppose.  

 
And then we used to have regular meetings every week to look at what was happening in the refuge. 

I think somewhere or other I've got information but I can't find it now, just, oh yes, there was a 

newsletter that we did called Broken Rib, newsletter [for] Edinburgh Women’s Aid, and in it it's got, 

it's got some information about the kind of [shuffling papers] … there's wee things for the children, 

but somewhere or other it's got about, ah [locates newsletter] … now that, has it got a date? I think 

one of the things we didn't do was put an actual date on it, any. I didn't do this newsletter but I was 

part of the group … It's in a refuge so you would have the meetings that … in the refuges so it was 

attended by women who were in refuge and also workers, and it's got, ‘This meeting was attended 

by blah blah blah blah blah, plus many kids' [laughs], and then you've got the next meeting here, the 

smallest meeting on record. We talked about Women’s Aid in general and a particular refuge in 

particular. We discussed its short-comings, the children add in their inevitable request for colour TV 

and a playroom with endless supplies of toys’ [laughs]. It looks like the children were actually part of 

the meeting!  

 

00:09:32 Yeah! So how often were the meetings?  
 
Oh, I think weekly or fortnightly. They were on a Tuesday night. By the time I came along they were 

in an office, and I used to get … I became friends, actually, with someone who'd been in the refuge 

and she would come and babysit. I loved that, that whole idea of women helping women which was 

supposed to be it's, you know, it was for a long time the philosophy, and so, yes, I was helping her 

because I was a worker but she was helping me because she was babysitting for me and that, to me, 

was just a wee quiet example of that one working. 
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Yeah, yeah.  
 
And the other thing that I remembered doing, it was a bit of an unusual one, but going up with 

another woman up to Aberdeen University because a woman, Erin Pizzey, who’s credited, rightly so, 

with early work of setting up refuges, at least one refuge down south. However, she started to 

change her views about … she was talking about women having a noradrenaline need for violence. 

An adrenaline need for violence because after the violence there would be noradrenaline which is 

the relief from high anxiety, and because you then become addicted to this, this is why you'd 

provoke the violence. So, needless to say, Women’s Aid didn't entirely agree with that, and she was 

putting herself forward to become the rector at Aberdeen University and so myself and this other 

woman we went up there and stood outside with leaflets, not saying, 'Do not vote for her', but 

saying, 'We don't agree with her, and we are not associated with her', in case people thought that. 

So that was just another part of what we did. But my main work was education work probably, and a 

little bit of publicity work. So that was what I did at Edinburgh Women’s Aid, and then there was a 

whole load of stuff at Scottish Women’s Aid that probably, I don't know, do you want me to… 

 

Yeah, no I'd love to know.  
 
Okay, so Scottish Women’s Aid, what happened was that after a year and a half at Edinburgh 

Women’s Aid, towards the end of 1979, round about then, maybe the last three months, a job for 

the first Information and Education worker post at Scottish Women’s Aid was being advertised. Now, 

my job at Edinburgh Women’s Aid was ending because it was short term funding and, to be honest, I 

just assumed I was going to be unemployed and look after my son for a while and, you know. And it 

was, erm, suggested that I apply for the job at the Scottish Women’s Aid and so I thought, 'Oh right, I 

will then', and then I got the job, and that was the first Information and Education worker there, and 

then later I became Joint Co-ordinator with Sue, and also training worker. So, oh, I don't know, I did 

lots of different things there – publications was a large part of what I did – and I could tell you 

something about them? 

 

00:12:19 Yeah.  
 
Hang on, the publications that … I've still got copies [shuffling papers]. I had no idea I had these. So 

one was an Information Kit for Agencies, and so it was my job to research that, to write it, basically, 
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or at least collate what I did not write. So, for example, I think Sue Robertson did a leaflet in here on 

the Homeless Persons Act, and on a guide to legal rights in Scotland. What I did was things about, 

you know, leaflets to the police, telling them what domestic violence was, how to recognise it, what 

service we expected. Similarly to general practitioners, casualty departments, health visitors, social 

workers, and the clergy is what I remember. And so along with, I think, the reading, I think there was 

reading and contacts for Women’s Aid groups, and then that was sent out. The information about it 

was sent out to all these agencies and then they could order them, but they could also order the 

leaflets separately. So, that was a very, very, very big reach to making it more than the local groups 

all doing their best locally, doing this at a national level, and the idea had happened at National 

Women’s Aid Federation in England but we kind of did our own version of it. And that wee badge, 

that little logo that you see there, that big [inaudible 00:13:41] was Women Against Violence 

Against Women. And there were also other little badges that had ‘Women Helping Women Helping 

Women’.  

 
Then there was, other work that I did was set up a Working with Asian Women training day, because 

that was seen as, that for some women from that background they might find it easier to be in a 

specific refuge that was for them. Also just looking at what the whole cultural thing and all of that, 

and so I set up a Working with Asian Women training day and then wrote a report on it and also one 

of the things that I had to do was to go along one day to an area where they had a building that they 

said they wanted to give to Women’s Aid – and there were loads of other groups – for respite, you 

know, for women maybe, maybe somebody who wasn't in the refuge, just needed a holiday with her 

children or whatever. But when I saw the building I just, I knew it was what we were looking for, for 

an Asian women's refuge, and asked them, and they said yes! So that became the first Asian 

women's refuge in Scotland, but it wasn't planned as that, it was planned as … just one of these 

things.  

 
00:14:51 Another … working in rural settings now that was one of the things we also did at Scottish 

Women’s Aid was brought in students from all sorts of … like community work students, social work 

students. I don't know if we actually had police students, but people who were stud-, post-graduates 

students. And so this young woman came along, I think she was [a] community work student and I 

had done a community work course, and therefore I supervised her, but she came up with a 

wonderful report on working in rural settings, because again there was help available to people in 
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urban settings and a kind of a misunderstanding about who's a victim of domestic violence, and 

urban kind of went along with class, therefore went along with … people got that bit, whereas in 

nice genteel settings [it] wasn't expected and therefore that was just raising awareness about that.  

 
Women in Community Work [pointing to document] that was a sort of, it was really, again the 

publication was a report of a Women in Community Work conference that was held. I was the 

representative from Women’s Aid, on the steering group and then maybe other women from 

community work presumably, I can't remember, and so we put together this community work 

course on – not a course, a conference – on women: housing, health, childcare, employment, 

violence, cutbacks. And the reason for Women’s Aid being there was, yes, to raise the issue of 

domestic violence, but all these other topics – housing, health, childcare, employment – [were] all 

relevant to whether women could leave a violent man, but also whether or not she'd end up, you 

know, if she had a choice of independence and so that was what that was all about.  

 

Right.  
 
So a lot of the time my work was, yes, about domestic violence but often it was about linking in with 

other women's groups, or other agencies to kind of bring it wider… 

 

Yeah. 
 
…if that makes any sense. ‘Assertiveness Training’, that was just another pack that was for women, 

and women in groups as well, to assert themselves; Housing Homeless Persons Act and A Guide to 

Housing Homeless Persons Act, that was my colleague Sue Robertson who was involved in that 

work. This is just, oh, training work that we did. One of things that I did was to obviously get in touch 

with all the Women’s Aid groups to ask them what sort of training they wanted, because if you're 

working on empowering people you don't just make assumptions about what they want. Tell me at 

any time if this is all getting a bit too boring. 

 

No, no it's interesting.  
 
[Laughs] 

 



 
 

9 
 

00:17:23 There's so much, I didn't realise how many different aspects of Women’s Aid work… 
 
Yeah. New groups at national level [inaudible 00:17:30]. There you go [laughs]. Just a [inaudible 

00:17:33] of training there for new groups in Women’s Aid, that would be week 1, week 2. So the 

first week it was just a general background about Women’s Aid in Scotland. Second week was about 

collective working, about how we liked to – no, I won't even say how we liked to work – about a 

description of what collective working was, and that that was something that people did try to work 

towards, it had many challenges within it. Week three – Understanding for battered women – causes 

… and it was links between feminism and domestic violence, but also assistance. So, you know, there 

was a whole … refuge work, women's rights, erm…  

 

How many groups were there in the…  
 
When I first joined Women’s Aid, I remember there were 15 Women’s Aid groups throughout 

Scotland, and I remember that because I went to a national executive meeting, which we had every 

– I think it was every three months – and I remember it because it was in a tiny room, it was in a 

room the size of my living room, in Stirling I think it was, and there were, maybe there was just 15 

women, no I think it was 15 groups, yeah, so there was a representative from each group, and there 

wasn't a crèche. Yes, that was one of the things I did make my job, was to set up a crèche because at 

that time the women who'd been … I don't know if this is linked or not but the women who worked 

at Scottish Women’s Aid, had all, as far as I understand, were all married or had been married and 

none had children. Not the people who set it up, but the actual workers which weren't very many. 

Wait ‘til I get that right, I'll take that back, they were all married, I was the first single parent to work 

there. So that's the accurate thing. So, I was really, really personally aware, and I can remember 

having that conversation with my colleague Sue Robertson saying, ‘The thing is, if only one woman…’ 

– she wasn't disagreeing by the way – ‘…only one woman might come along to the crèche with her 

child, but if there's no crèche she can 100%, cannot come along, so it's not a numbers game, it's not 

five people, ten people. If one woman can't come because there's not a crèche and she needs it, she 

100% can't come. And then she can't contribute whatever it is that the value of her being there but 

she's definitely 100% excluded’. And so that was the training, anyway that was training for Women’s 

Aid groups in Scotland. 
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00:20:09 Did it take new groups a long time to, sort of, understand the working of Women’s Aid, the 
collective thing in particular? I'm curious if it took people a while to get their head round that sort of 
working? 
 
I don't really know because I wasn't in the groups, I was at national level by that time. When I went 

to work in Edinburgh Women’s Aid, what I would I say is because that was in about 1978, a lot of 

people had, a lot of people – how do I put it? – of a certain educational background (this is my 

theory that I'm just making up on the spot now you're asking it) would be aware, and certainly in 

some place like Edinburgh, would be aware of collective working if they'd been involved in the 

women's movement at all, would be aware of collective working. In terms of … where I found it 

worked best was at Edinburgh Women’s Aid, for me that … because you had a job or work to do, it 

wasn't like being in a collective communal situation, a living situation. It wasn't like being a volunteer 

for something about, oh I don't know, putting on an art exhibition, this was people's lives. This was 

people's lives, therefore for me, the thing had to work [laughs]. And the way that I remember it 

happening in Edinburgh Women’s Aid is that there was someone who was the co-ordinator, and 

then there were little collective groups, you could have called them sub-groups, but they were little 

groups, for maybe one that did publicity and education, and one that did refuge work, etc. So they 

were kind of responsible within their little group for themselves. However, every week, if I 

remember, we had to write down reports of what we'd done as individual workers and every week 

we gave that report to the co-ordinator [and] she read through it. Now, some people might say that 

was hierarchical, however, if she didn't read through it, it was entirely legitimate for us to make her 

accountable for the fact she'd not read through it, so that way it went round in circles. I think for me, 

if you're wanting to get a task done, for me, if it involves peoples’ lives being at stake, you do what 

works, and then you can have discussions about what does and doesn't work. But for me, I was 

interested in all of that, I was very aware of it, and for me Edinburgh Women’s Aid it, it … for me, it 

worked, it wasn't all flabby and un-, you know, there was a structure. I think structure was really 

important, whether it was collective or whatever, because sometimes you can have the most 

powerful people who own the power in things that are called collectives but they really don't have 

any structure at all, and the most powerful personalities will come to the fore. And you can have 

things that are called hierarchies where you have all sorts of leadership, what's the word – you must 

know this as an anthropologist [laughs] – all sorts of leadership models and you can have, you know, 

and we know that, and they can be very facilitating. But it certainly was something that I think folk 
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really … I think the idea was equality, that was the idea, that was the complete idea and then how 

well it worked or didn't work would be down to the people that were involved, I would say. And for 

me it working was that everyone working would be respected, and we delivered the service, that 

was the one. 

 
That was the most important… 
 
That was the most important one, but what was also very important was that it had to happen in a 

respectful atmosphere, because if not… 

 

00:23:28 Yeah, that makes sense. 
 
Yeah . And then ... [indicating document] that's a police training [programme] … Ginny NiCarthy, now 

this was a woman in terms of the work that we did at Scottish Women’s Aid, erm, the work this 

woman, Ginny NiCarthy … She was a woman from America who came across to the Tavistock 

Institute down in London, which was a social work institute. She ran a week's course that I enrolled 

myself on, and we introduced it to Scotland – well, at that meeting, I invited her to come up to 

Scotland and she said yes, that she would come back to Scotland. But the deal was because we 

didn't have a lot of money, she would pay her own fare, if we gave her some place to stay. So she 

stayed in my house next door, and her work was … She wrote a book called Getting Free, which is a 

book that saved a lot of women's lives, I'd say, a handbook for women in abusive situations. She was 

interested in Scottish Women’s Aid doing a production, a publication of this, but I moved job at that 

stage and it didn't happen, but Welsh Women’s Aid did the publication. It was aimed at women 

themselves, helping them to break through the violence, helping them themselves – a real handbook 

for them, a real empowering thing, helping yourself to survive or getting professional help, making 

the decision to leave or stay, and she was cutting out the middle person if you like, she was 

addressing women themselves. And we, where we became the middle people was that I then set up 

training sessions using her work after she'd delivered directly. And also I wrote a counselling pack 

which used women talking to women, and that was based on a lot of her work. Yeah, she did, she 

did a lot of work that probably people now don't even realise that their work is based on it. And it 

particularly introduced two things, one was the concept of burn out which is both workers and 

women themselves just getting so tired with it all [that] they just give in. And you could be a social 

worker or a police officer that felt that, so once you had shown them that they had something that's 
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common with the woman who was suffering domestic violence, she did not become this meek 

victim, who was alien and different from them, that was the point of it. And then the other point 

was, was that there was a brain-washing technique that she involved, which, that she highlighted, 

which was, in war, when you're made a prisoner of war, then the enemy can brainwash you and they 

will do things like isolating you, giving you small rewards, using violence. Now if that works on 

soldiers in war, who then become brainwashed, then if you see that same technique and equate that 

with a woman going through violence, then again the whole argument of, 'She must need it, want it, 

ask for it, deserve it', which is what … No, she is behaving in the way people who are in a war setting, 

who are being brainwashed, who [are] held prisoner, if you like, she's behaving just like you and I 

would. Yes, so that was what that was all about. That's some of it.  

 

00:26:48 It's really interesting. So is [that] the first book then that was really directly aimed at 
women, as you say, cutting out the middleman as such. 
 
Erm, the ... well... the Dobashes wrote [a book], although it wasn't aimed at women themselves. It 

was more a, I suppose, workers/academics/professionals … the Dobashes, which I've forgotten their 

book now, that's terrible. Dobash and Dobash. But they did really wonderful work on the sociological 

aspects of domestic violence. Was it the first one? Oh, I don't know, to be honest, I just don't know. 

It was certainly a very early one, and a very, very good one because the analysis she [Ginny NiCarthy] 

had on it, and she also looked at the … and she was again, if you look through it, even if you weren't 

in what you understood to be in an abusive relationship, you certainly could understand things 

about … It was just a very, very good book, insights into how human beings can work, in particular 

how a … I remember one of the things that – I'm sure it was her – and … Maybe it wasn't her, ehm … 

It was this idea that if things are going tough you can just go and have a nice warm bath, you know. 

Well, not if your husband's tried to drown you. That's not going to have good associations for you. 

And it was almost that thing you were having to do is to educate people who did not know about 

that kind of thing. No, this is what we're talking about when we talk about violence, although of 

course what then came in was emotional abuse and all that. But people didn't know, because it 

really did happen behind closed doors. And, you know, and people anyway feel a lot of shame, 

anybody if their relationship doesn't work out, a bit of them is going to go, 'Now what did I do 

wrong?'. And if you've been in an abusive relationship, the man would have told you exactly what 
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you've been doing wrong until your head has been, kind of, skewed with it all. So the emotional, she 

addressed both the emotional and the physical violence, but she helped with ways out, you know. 

 

Yeah, some more practical I guess. 
 
And psychological because that is just such an important one. Sorry, you were trying to look at other 

things ... Do you want to ask me something else or … I could just spiel on! [Laughs]. 

 

00:29:09 I was kind of curious about how much you knew about everything, all of these things before 
you started at Women’s Aid. Was a lot of what you learned about domestic abuse once you were 
actually part of the organisation or was it something you were aware of before you started? 
 
I was mildly aware of it in part, and mainly I learned it when I became involved. I learned from 

individual women who had been through abuse and then I learned because part of my job was to 

teach other people, so I had as one of my jobs was to gather research papers from throughout the 

world. So if you're gathering research papers from throughout the world you're going to read them 

and then you'll learn more and then you in turn pass that on. So, in terms of my life before Women’s 

Aid, I do remember that when I did the community work course, I remember, let’s just say, a friendly 

acquaintance, somebody I knew well enough to say, 'Oh, what happened to your eye?'. Now this 

was a social worker in training, and she said, I can still remember the look on her face when she 

went, 'Oh I bumped into a pole'. Now the reason she said it in that way was partly her personality, 

but partly because that's what you say. And because she was on a social work course, she knew that 

that's what you say. But I didn't really … I remember her being kind of sarcastic but I didn't know 

what she was really saying was that she had been beaten up by a man. I didn't know that. I knew 

that she hadn't probably bumped into a pole, but I didn't know the point she was making, and that 

would be 1977, ‘78. And that was at the same time that I was doing a community work course that I 

was studying things like, you know, politics and media management, and focusing on women and 

advertising. So it was just very early days because it was just the mid-‘70s that, well I think '73 is 

when Edinburgh Women’s Aid got started. But, you know, this was, 1977 I'm talking about, so 

people didn't know an awful lot at that time. And there was another example of a woman much 

earlier in Dundee, a friend again. I do remember her telling me she'd left her husband, and I do 

remember her telling me that he used to follow her to work and wait outside, and I thought, ‘Mmm, 

he wasn't very nice’. But I didn't know that that was part of … I didn't know what a wider picture that 
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might involve, I didn't know that that was not specific to that man, that that would be one of the 

control things that would … I just did not … I just remember going, 'Oh, what a shame', and she was 

my pal and I was glad she'd moved on, but there was no link or connection, I didn't know the phrase, 

I didn't know any … well, it was too early. It would have been too early, you wouldn't have heard of – 

very early ‘70s, and so Women’s Aid wouldn't have existed then. So.  

 

00:31:51 Was the first phrase that was used was 'battered women'? 
 
Battered wives.  

 

Battered wives, and then, then battered women? 
 
Women, yeah. Battered wives because the law was different in relation to, slightly different, er, in 

terms of if you were married you had different rights from if you cohabited. It might be slightly 

different in Scotland, I'm getting woolly here so I'll not go too much into that, I can't remember. But 

yes, it was battered wives. Again, if you think about the fact that at Scottish Women’s Aid the two 

first co-ordinators were married women, the first secretary to the office was a married woman, now 

that particular, I just think that was a sign of the times, kind of thing. Not that there's anything 

wrong with it, I'm just saying that was much more the way it would be. So when I first heard of the 

actual phrase, sometime around about '76, '77, probably '77, '78, when I first heard it. But didn't 

really know much about what it was about.  

 

Does it feel weird now thinking of those phrases, now that we have such a different, I guess quite 
different use of … I think domestic abuse is the most, is that the most up to date version? It seems to 
change every so often.  
 
It does. 

 

It's changed from domestic violence to domestic abuse, as far as I understand. 
 
Yes, yes and I think that's in order to make clear that it's also psychological… 

 

So broad, yes.  
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…and emotional. 

 

00:33:33 Does it feel strange thinking… 
 
It just makes you think. When I think of battered wives now then I do think that sounds more like the 

'50s than the '70s, but it wasn't, it was the '70s and that feels a bit strange. I think what's, I don't 

know, surprised, what's strange is that still here we are, here we are, there's still a lot of domestic 

violence, and what I think – what am I trying to say? – is that there's this … I came across when I was 

looking through all my papers, and it's an obituary for Kathryn Kerr who was the co-founder of 

Edinburgh Women’s Aid, and at the very end – this was by her son – at the very end of it, he's saying, 

'She hoped that her actions in life would speak for themselves. She leaves a huge legacy and two 

simple but hugely powerful lessons: be kind to one another, and if you see someone needing help, 

do something about it’. And, to be honest, for me, that's, in amongst all the politics and all of that, 

and I think it was important to have the perspectives and all that, but the bottom line, for me, for 

me bottom, for me personally, bottom, bottom line is: be kind to each other. Bottom, bottom line. 

Because you can know inside out all the causes of domestic violence and give all the talks and all of 

that [but] if you're not being kind to the person sitting next to you, I don’t know what you’re doing 

really, you know. Not, you know, we all get annoyed about things, but I think that bottom line for me 

is really, really important. And I could easily argue, and of course the women's liberation would be 

part of the being kind to each other, if you see [laughs]. 

 

Yeah, yeah, that makes sense. 
 
But it, it's kind of quite simple. And I remember saying that at one time again to Sue Robertson when 

more and more people were writing all the, you know, people would come to us and I'm glad they 

did for writing essays and their theses and all of that, all of that, [and] I remember saying to Sue, 

'How complicated is it? Dinnae hit folk!' [laughs]. [Section removed at request of interviewee] It's 

not complicated actually, and yet, of course, it is, but it's not. One of the things that I think that I 

regretted was, that I started work that a friend, a colleague, Marion Notman, she was an artist and 

we were working together on work in schools. I'd done work in schools but this was actual packs to 

go into schools, and again, I shifted over from what I was doing. But that – and I think maybe they're 
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starting to work on it again because it's crucial. It's absolutely crucial you do get in there at a very 

early age.  

 

00:36:01 I was actually surprised when I had to do a little bit of training for this obviously, and I was 
surprised how little I'd actually been taught up and until that point. There was a lot of stuff I didn't 
actually know which seemed like basic information about domestic abuse, and it's just, it was quite 
surprising to me how little… 
 
It was, it was just a shame because we did have [it] at its draft stage, you know. It was just one of 

these things and then it just, you move on and it didn't happen. But it's crucial, it's absolutely crucial, 

because if you give people information at a young age they can name it. So, if I go into schools – I do 

drama work some of the time – and if I go to schools, and I've done work since then on that, and if 

you can name it, you can just name it, then what an enormous difference it makes to these children 

and to who they then become as adults, if you can name it. And I think that's one of the things that I 

think Women’s Aid was good at was naming it.  

 

Yeah, be aware this… 
 
It does exist, there it is, it, yeah. And, I mean, some of the other things we did, was like – the first 

Feminist Perspectives in Social Work [course] , you know, so it was going in changing how social 

workers saw things, because they could look at things in a very psychological way, which was looking 

at … because they had their training, and the old fashioned psychology that was there, which … of 

women being masochistic, therefore looking for violence, or women being needy or women 

provoking it, and all this kind of stuff. And if you've got feminist perspectives in there, you know, it 

offered them another opportunity to look at things again, and also to look at their own relationships 

again, where you've got a social work student bang into a post and she wasn't banging into a post at 

all. Mental health stuff, we did a thing, I worked with two women, Sara Trevelyan and Winifred 

Rushforth, both … one she was in her '90s, Winifred Rushforth, and Sara was probably in her mid-

‘30s, and that was with what's called then the Scottish Association for Mental Health, and we did 

The Seven Ages of Woman, if you think of it, Shakespeare's The Seven Ages of Man.  

 

Oh, I see. 
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We did The Seven Ages of Woman, and that was looking at teenagers right up to women in their 

‘90s. And just again, because at that time the psychology was, if you actually looked at the definition 

of madness – I'm trying to put this the right way round – that was a woman. If you looked at 

definitions of what was sane, then you would come up with a man. If you looked up the definitions 

of what was not sane, that would be a woman. So you can imagine what that would be doing to 

people's minds [laughs]. I think that's all. Oh, there's more. Going to, erm, working internationally, 

being in touch with women from different countries, on the one hand there's a postcard that I have 

– Rural Women's Liberation Movement, and that's in India, and it's a rural area in India, you can see 

it's kind of thatched roof and, kind of, just mud type walls. 

 

00:38:53 Yeah, when was that from? 
 
That would be the mid-'70s, the late '70s and it came from the Women's International Resources 

Centre in London. And it was an organisation of women agricultural labourers fighting for equality 

and land, and against male violence. So, you know, you've got that there, and then you've got, as 

recently … I think as one of the questions somewhere is how have things changed? You know, for 

me, this is a book that I got, Dreamers of a New Day, from Betty Howieson who was at Dundee 

Women’s Aid, and she gave me this as a birthday present, for my 60th birthday actually, and what I 

noticed, and that would be 19 – oh god, not 19, 2010, 2011 – and on the back you've got these 

various clips from different men, women as well, but it's from men. Now, you've got one from Peter 

Tatchell, fair enough, Observer book of the year. Now, it's by Sheila Rowbotham, one of the feminist 

writers, and he's saying one of the best political biographies for many years. Oh no, that's a different 

one [laughs], sorry. Here we are, got that wrong [laughs]. Oh, another difference would be, this 

would be in about '87, 1991, about 1991, and this was an essay that my son wrote for History [class], 

on [the] suffragists. Now, that wouldn't have been happening without the Women's Movement, and 

for me that links in very closely with Women’s Aid, to me they were very … I'm not sure how closely 

linked they are nowadays because I'm not involved but they were very, very closely linked in those 

days. Other things that we did by the way, I meant to say, was things like designing our own, that 

was Christmas cards, fundraising, so that was Christmas cards. So, I just drew them in the shape of 

the feminist symbol but if you look closer they're actually holly leaves. 

 

Oh, I see. 
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And so that was just, so you did lots of things, that was a badge that we designed. You did lots of 

things just, like putting up the shelves in the refuge. Nowadays, I suppose they maybe get somebody 

in to do that. You just did it [laughs]. 

 

00:41:08 That's quite nice though that you got to really be involved with everything, you just did 
everything. 
 
Yeah, you just did, yeah, absolutely. Yeah, we wrote to Trusts, and held competitions. The logo that 

we had at the top of our Scottish Women’s Aid, at the top of our … That was an art student, did that 

for £25, we just did, we put a competition round art colleges and art students. [Indicates logo with 

credit line] Anonymous art student, what a shame. Anything else? Any media stories? That might be 

one, I don't know if that's… 

 

Yeah, yeah. I saw, I saw, when I Googled your name, I saw some articles that came up… 
 
Really? 

 

…that you were in, something called the Glasgow Herald? Or something? Something about…  
 
Oh yes, yes. That was the Erin Pizzey one, was it?  

 

No, no, it was, erm, talking about women and anger. 
 
Really? 

 

00:42:03 It was a piece about you mentioning that many women don't feel anger towards those that 
have abused them, that they feel much more fear and hurt, and those sorts of feelings… 
 
Yes, yes. 

 

…as opposed to … I guess it was trying to change the perspective of women, sort of, being aggressive. 
 
I remember that we had one, I think it was a really funny one, it was Sue Robertson, Ingrid – I’ve 

forgotten her second name – and myself, we were the three workers that were in the national office 
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at that time and it was the ‘Honest Truth’ in the Sunday Post. Now, I mean the Sunday Post, when I 

was being brought up was one of the couthiest, kind of, you know, cosy, cosy, cosy, kind of stuff. So 

again, the fact that there was something about Women’s Aid in that newspaper was wonderful 

because people wouldn't be deliberately setting out to buy the Sunday Post to read about domestic 

violence, but they would turn the page and there the ‘Honest Truth’ by Francis Gay [a generic 

character]. I think he was meant to be a minister or something, I can't remember exactly, but, you 

know, that put it in a much more acceptable context. So people might have been challenged by it, 

'Oh, it's in the Sunday Post', then they read it in a different way.  

 

Right. 
 
And so that was, you know, one of the reasons I might have got the job for information and 

education worker was that at a training session just before I got that job, someone must have asked 

a question, but my answer, this was in Women’s Aid, I said, 'One of the tricks is to treat inane 

questions with a respect they don't deserve'. Because you really would be having people saying 

terrible things to you about women needing it, asking … You're dealing with people and you know 

what they've been through, and the temptation is to have your own response to that. But you can't 

do that, at least I couldn't, because you have to remember that woman who needs help might be 

relying on that person who's just said that ignorant thing. If you alienate them, she ain't going to get 

the help. And so it was, it was learning, as best you could, to be diplomatic. It didn't always work out 

but it was really important. For me, it was always important to know you were not doing this for 

yourself, it's not about you. And that was similarly for me about the whole Women's Liberation as 

well. I completely was a feminist and all of that, but if these labels, you know, whatever, but I wasn't 

there to do that. I was there to get the best possible help for that woman. I happened to think that 

that definitely meant that all sorts of things that were misogynist, and laws that were against 

women, they had to be changed. But the reason was not because I happened to be a feminist, or 

happened to, that's not the reason, nothing to do with me. It's because that might help her, and 

that's, that for me, it was very clear about … because you had to be, because it was somebody else's 

life. 

 

Yes, it's taking yourself out of it, I guess is really [phone ringing] … Shall I pause it?  
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Yes. 

End Recording 1 

 
Recording 2 
 
I was wondering, maybe, if you wanted to talk a bit more about … I know you were a bit wary about 
the day in the life question, but I'm kind of curious… 
 
No, no, you tell me what you want to know! 

 

I guess it's very hard for some people still to understand, really, what, how Women’s Aid helped. It 
seems that with you, at least, quite a lot of your job was within sort of raising awareness and the 
education side, but what else was going on apart from that? What were the other things that were 
going on within the group? 
 
I worked at Edinburgh Women’s Aid for a year, whereas I worked at Scottish Women’s Aid for about 

six years, so my emphasis will not be so much [on] local Women’s Aid groups. 

 

That's fine. 
 
However, if I look at an old diary, if I look at a diary here, let's see, now this is 1979 so I was definitely 

at Edinburgh Women’s Aid. And so it's March 1979, and it takes us up to International Women's Day. 

So, on the fifth I've got a worker's meeting, and at the worker's meeting I've got on the agenda 

'Mention the Workers Educational Association festival', so that would have been putting publicity 

out there, getting boards for that, that would be the practicalities of actually getting notice boards. 

You can have an exhibition but if you don't have noticeboards, there would be the actual 

organisation of that. Discussing the refuge situation, how many women in the refuge, what spaces 

there were there, a week of action on domestic violence, that was back in 1979, there were these, 

er,  handing out training sheets, that would be training for volunteers.  

 
There was also part of the work would be being on call. That is, you would, you might work all that 

day but then that night your job would be to be on call and that is that you sat in your own house on 

the end of a phone, and that was the number that had been given out for any woman that needed 

help in the locality, and so she would phone, somebody might phone you, might not, but you'd be 
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sort of fast asleep in your bed, the phone rings, and then I can distinctly remember having, being at 

the phone and I remember having a hot water bottle, a blanket, a notepad and a pen, you know, so 

just, so you … [laughs]. That's what I remember. And I remember another thing which was in those 

days women might run out of their house and phone from a telephone box, and I can't remember 

who came up with it – it could have been me, it could have been somebody else – was to tell her to 

breathe on the pane, to write the number down, like it must have been, must have been some 

number, because she was not going to necessarily have run out of the house with a pen and paper in 

her hand, and I definitely remember somebody coming up with the idea that if she breathes on the 

side of the, on the window of the telephone box then you could write the number. 

 

Write the number for Women’s Aid? 
 
Mmm, well it couldn't be Women’s Aid because she was phoning up Women’s Aid. Maybe … I can't 

remember, I can't remember, but I just remember that was, that was some important number.  

 

00:02:50 [Laughs] So when you would … people would call you, would you go anywhere or was that 
just to talk to people, like a helpline sort of thing? 
 
When I was on duty it was to answer the phone. Now she might be wanting to leave but she might 

just be wanting to talk. But if she was wanting to leave then – it's so long ago, er – you would know 

that there was a refuge space, or you would phone the refuge, maybe she would phone the refuge. I 

don't remember the detail well enough, I just remember doing it and that you would know how 

many refuge spaces there were that night and you'd know where they were. I assume that 

somebody … Maybe because I had a child I never was the one that would actually go and collect her, 

because I couldn't. I distinctly remember a story … this is slightly by the by, I'll come back to this 

again. Oh, and it was in Dundee. There was this woman and she'd gone to the woman's house, and 

collected her and it must have been the bairns, I presume, and the usual belongings in a black plastic 

bag – that was classic – and just as she was about to get in the van, her husband turned up, and it 

just so happened that that woman was a black belt in karate, the Women’s Aid woman. She just 

turned around and took up a stance and the man just backed off [laughs]. I could have taken up a 

stance and got no further. 

 

[Laughs] That's a handy trick to have up your sleeve.  
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I always like that story, I always like that story. [Continuing to look through diary] Erm, drafting 

letters for talks, er, babysitter! And that night it was for going out, but there's me looking for a 

babysitter for the business meeting that night. Yes, still stuff about the week of action being, er 

counselling, actually being available in the office so that if a woman comes in you can actually talk to 

her. And the counselling, it started off being practical help but it moved into counselling as well. I 

think it always was counselling, it was just named as that. 8.30 to 10.30am March seventh, I've got 

Marion on BBC Scotland, so that would have been [Marion Foy] the co-ordinator of the local 

Women’s Aid group, she was talking on BBC Scotland. Leith surgery, that was the Wednesdays that I 

told you about, that I would sit for two hours waiting for somebody to come along. I was leafleting 

somewhere between 12 and 2pm, so handing out leaflets and probably advertising the follow-up 

sessions. Then, on International Women's Day, there were two things going on, going out into the 

housing schemes and having a surgery there, like being available in that housing scheme there, just 

sitting there waiting to see if somebody wanted help. And helping a new follow-up worker, sort of 

showing her the ropes, taking her round to a woman who had been rehoused and talking to her. 

What you were doing was keeping links open so, because it would be very isolating, but then also 

helping her with any kind of social security, financial problems, child-care, looking for a job, getting 

into a new school, erm. And then for me it was collecting my son to go and get an injection. And 

then this is…  

 
00:05:43 The next year I was working at Scottish Women’s Aid, and that doing the day in the life 

there was phoning National Women’s Aid Federation about That's No Lady, which was a film I was 

probably going to show at a Women’s Aid conference; contact Gingerbread – Gingerbread is an 

agency for single parents – and that was about a student kit, that would be, no idea what that was, it 

was some of kit that was going … Look through Information Kit for Agencies, that must have been for 

when I was writing the Information Kit for Agencies, just checking it all, some sort of final checks. 

Contact the Scottish Council for Single Parents, because they had a slide show that we could use, 

presumably, as part of our training. Erm, phoning somebody about a research pamphlet I needed, 

think about fund-raising ideas, and maybe a calendar, maybe a diary. Phoning different individual 

people who were health visitors, I think, a doctor that was a feminist doctor. Erm, checking some 

place for copyright about something. Erm, getting in touch with distributors of, again, a feminist film 

about marriage.  
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It's very varied. 
 
It is! I know. [Continuing to look through diary] We had to get something for showing [inaudible 

00:06:59], it would be a meeting, a meeting for, with lawyers. And the Dobashes had written these 

books on sociology, which the name I've forgotten, which is terrible. Write a letter to the 

government with a Code of Guidance for Scotland. A Survival Kit for Women in Refuges, make them 

a format to set out to groups, send out to groups, so that … Often you would, you would draw up the 

blueprint then you send it out to groups for comments, and then they all contribute as well. Write 

new accompanying notes for that film; look through the phone book for the number of somebody or 

other; advice for fund-raising, more advice for that calendar or recipe book. Contact Spare Rib, don't 

know why that was but maybe I just wanted to get a diary. Look at a game – this is the one I was 

talking about a game for going into schools. That was that one. Printing costs from Govan Press 

Resource Centre; 4pm that was a meeting with someone; a letter about abortion. That probably was 

around about 1980, the abortion laws that had been … we had been involved in that. Phone a 

Glasgow Women’s Aid, phone Dundee Women’s Aid; get boxes for filing. Then that's Convention of 

Scottish Local Authorities recommendations on domestic violence. Erm, talk at Western General 

Hospital [laughs], loads of stuff. And this one is an Illegitimacy Conference, which is actually 

interesting because the discrimination there was at that time against children who were the children 

of women who were not married, and that’s obviously relevant. That's a day school at the Trades 

Council, so that was linking in with the unions. That's the on call, and on call, and leafleting... 

 

00:08:44 Did everyone then, did everyone who worked with Women’s Aid, do you, sort of … there's 
more hands on, on call, roles as well… 
 
If you worked t- , yes, yes. I think that at Scottish Women’s Aid, again I'm pretty sure we still did all 

that for some of the time. [Sighs] I just can't remember. This one, 1979, is when I was at Edinburgh 

Women’s Aid, so I think probably … I mean, at that time, when I went to work at Scottish Women’s 

Aid and I had a son, some of the time I'd be working 50  to 60 hours a week just doing the work that 

was, the Scottish Women’s Aid stuff, [laughs]. Just look at that one again [indicates leaflet], the ‘Rock 

Against Marriage Disco’ [laughs], just different. And then – just to answer the daily things – lobby of 

parliament in London, so that was going to London to lobby parliament. And then this other one 

here was also going to Belgium, to a conference in Belgium, and that was partly to meet up with 
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women who were in a women's house in Belgium. Some of their work involved domestic violence 

but it was also getting, trying to get European funding from, er, Brussels. And then you'd go out to all 

the Women’s Aid groups; that's Shetland, Kilwinning, Glasgow, Dundee, East Kilbride, Orkney, 

Kirkcaldy, Aberdeen, Black Isle, Stirling, Falkirk, East Lothian [laughs]. You'd just go round these 

different groups, not obviously every week, but, erm ... and, er… 

 
00:10:03 How important were the international links to Women’s Aid? Did you do a lot of… 
 
I'd think it was really important. It was … I mean, the thing is, it's so much of what we were doing. It's 

hard to, sort of, put a hierarchy on the things that were important, but … I think it was important, 

just for the wider perspective, just for support really. If you think about, if you think about the 

woman on her own being isolated, whenever she found out that other women in her region, let's say 

in her village, in her town, were also going through the same thing, then she was supported. So, I 

suppose, if you take that to [a] national level, you know, we knew there was Women’s Aid 

Federation England, and a Welsh Women’s Aid, and an Irish – we didn't have quite so much 

connection with them my memory is. But then when you heard that the … I mean, it kind of did start 

in Britain as far as I know, the work in a formal way, is the best way I can put it. So then, when you 

started seeing, you know, contacts from other places and all of that, it was really hopeful, I suppose, 

because you could get bogged down with it. Although I actually, personally, for whatever reasons 

didn't to any great extent, but it was hopeful, it was hopeful, you know. It was just strange because 

you were discovering it happened all over the world but hopeful because something's being done 

about it. And on that, many years later, when I somehow or other, bizarrely I'd gathered enough 

money to go – it's embarrassing but anyway – to Barbados right, and I was walking along the beach 

and there was a woman coming towards me, and on her t-shirt it [read] something like Women’s Aid 

or, and something, some name that we know, that she was a vol-, and I stopped and sure enough 

she was a volunteer or worker for the local Women’s Aid group! And it just felt, I just felt brilliant, it 

felt … I suppose for me it feels brilliant because when I think about the one person that can often get 

missed out in all of this, is the first woman who left home to come to a refuge. To me, if you ever 

want a definition of Women's Liberation you don't need all the books, you don't need all of that, 

look at what she did. Look at what she did, and it just, it still puts shivers down me. She didn't … 

nobody else had done that here in Scotland, nobody else had done it, and she found the guts to do 

it. And I just think, that's Women's Liberation [laughs]. Do you understand? 
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Yeah, yeah. 
 
And the fact that there's a link between that woman, whose name I don't know, years ago, and a 

woman walking along a beach in Barbados. That's quite… 

 

That's quite powerful. 
 
It is isn't it?! It's just links between human beings I suppose. 

 

Is her name anonymised, the woman who… 
 
It would have been, it would have been. I know, I remember, it was Kathy Kerr who told me the story 

about it happening, you know, about how they set up the phone and all of that, all just waiting, 

without any … Well, they couldn't prove that women would leave home until they had a refuge, and 

the only way … but at the same time they'd had to argue very hard for the need of it, so now they 

were kind of going, 'Right ok, this is calling our bluff time. Now we've got some place, we've got this 

service sitting here, will anybody phone?' and that woman phoned. And it just changed everything. 

 

Mmm, didn't she come from quite far away? 
 
Yeah, but I don't … I think … I saw it was somewhere … At the time, Kathy told me but I have seen it 

written somewhere else but I've still got this, when I think about it, and I may even, I … That woman 

may still be alive and she might not, even at that level, want her, where she came from to be 

identified or whatever, so [laughs].  

 

00:13:48 So you've talked a lot about your links to Scottish Women’s Aid. How close was the links 
when you were with Edinburgh Women’s Aid, what was it like, the relationship between the two?  
 
Well, it wasn't my job necessarily to be the link person, that probably happened to the co-ordinator 

a lot, but I did come across a couple of things. One, as I say, was that I was doing education work at 

Edinburgh and Lothian Women’s Aid, and I know that myself and this woman who was doing 

publicity, we were then invited to go to the Scottish Women’s Aid offices and then Women’s Aid, 

people from Women’s Aid groups throughout Scotland came, and we did a training session. So that 
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was the Scottish Women’s Aid organisation, you know, office linking with a local group, linking with 

the wider groups. I definitely remember that. [Looking through papers] The June Greig campaign, 

Edinburgh Lothian Women’s Aid but also nationally, and then this one here was about a review of 

supplementary benefits, from social security, and this is Sue Robertson who was co-ordinator at that 

time, in January in 1979, and I wouldn't have been long at … Then that's me writing back to her. So 

she sent us, I think probably we had to look up the, the Women’s Aid group at Edinburgh we had to 

look at Chapter Five, let's say. And she would be sending [it] out to other groups. So we looked at 

Chapter Five of the review of supplementary benefits. We came up with our own comments, I wrote 

it up and sent it back to Sue, and this was sort of there in order to help the women needing help 

throughout Scotland who needed better, I can't remember what the details were of, in relation to 

social security, but that's an example of looking at financial things, very practical financial things, 

assistance to battered women, but her getting in touch with local Women’s Aid groups, which 

particularly they would have the on the ground experience. And we would feed that back in and 

then she would collate that and send it back to the powers that be, to comment from Women’s Aid. 

So that would be a classic example of Women’s Aid … so you see Dundee Women’s Aid doing exactly 

the same. So it was different. Mine must have been on some sort of sub-group for it or something. I 

keep saying I don't remember! 

 

00:15:59 Did you make most of your own decisions, as a … Like, when you were with Edinburgh 
Women’s Aid, was it, most of the decisions made within the group, or did that feed back in Scottish 
Women’s Aid? How did that, sort … How did that relationship work? 
 
Er, in all honesty, I was there for a year at Edinburgh Women’s Aid, erm ... I can't think. Do you have 

something in mind because I can't think of what you mean? 

 

I just, I, I'd heard that the groups were quite autonomous… 
 
Oh, I see. 

 

…and made a lot their [inaudible 00:16:37] I was curious about… 
 
Absolutely, I get you. No, they were autonomous. There would be certain things that were not, that 

we would probably, but it was a bit like I described at Edinburgh Women’s Aid, that we, if we, we 
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were kind of the filter in a way, so that if something was happening at a local le- … Let's say, let's say 

for example, because I think it did actually happen, but let's just say for example, let's say that the 

general decision of Women’s Aid in Scotland was that men could not be involved in Women’s Aid. 

Let's just say that was the decision that would be decided at an executive meeting of Women’s Aid 

groups who met once every three months. So, let's say 15 groups turned up, have a discussion, 

possibly eventually have a vote or it might be reached by consensus, but a decision would be made 

that, let's say, men couldn't be involved. If you were going to affiliate to Women’s Aid then as a new 

group you'd be told here's one of the rules, and that is men can't be involved in Women’s Aid. If 

you're already affiliated to Scottish Women’s Aid, and in spite of the fact that it said men can't be 

involved you started involving men, you'd be held accountable. And you'd be held accountable, 

hopefully, in a diplomatic way from the national office but then if that continued it would go to an 

executive meeting. So that, does that give an example for you of…  

 

That makes sense. 
 
…the kind of thing. So, you did, kind of, know what the deal was when you affiliated and then, of 

course, when you affiliated you got all sorts of service then from Scottish Women’s Aid. And then 

you can try [and] change and influence things. That's a democracy, you know, if you thought such 

and such then you'd put forward a resolution to blah, blah, all of that. And then sometimes what I 

set up was discussion days because you didn't always want, I didn't think it was always helpful to 

always, to go to a big deal debate about things then you had to vote on, or then you had to make 

decisions that then changed into policy. You could do that. But some of the time [inaudible 

00:18:34] talk to each other, and so that was one of the things that I set up was discussion days, for 

people [to]maybe go into twos and groups and just talk to each other, taking the pressure of making 

a final decision off of that day. I have no idea, these things, you know, I mean, it, that just happened. 

I can't remember, I think it was just happening probably quite soon before I left so, erm. Yeah, that 

was just another way of dealing with things. And partly working in groups was about that, having the 

training days and working in groups, people started to understand the dynamics of things.  

 

It seems like collaboration was very important within, I mean within the… 
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I think so, I think communication yes, and people would phone up the national office. That's the 

other thing, is when you've been on the phone all the time – we wrote down every single phone call 

that came in. We wrote down the date, the date definitely, the general content, and not necessarily 

someone's individual name, unless it was important to phone them back. And what that did then 

was help to look at what the service was that we were giving, and that helped to keep arguing for 

our funding as well. It's just keeping a record of what we were doing really. And that was interesting, 

I'm sure that's gone into the mires and mists now but that would have been a fascinating thing to 

look at and see all the different things, all the different people that were phoning with all sorts of 

different questions all over the place. You didn't know who, very interesting. You could have 

someone phoning up for a, asking for help, and you'd have to refer her to the local Women’s Aid 

group. You might have somebody phoning for a quote for a newspaper, you might have a student 

phoning up to ask for information about research. It was just incredibly varied, very, very varied.  

 

00:20:21 Yeah, and a lot of other agencies as well, other organisations, you mentioned that there 
were other women's organisations that you were working with a lot. 
 
Lots, absolutely. I mean, in those days you had a whole lot of, you had women in housing, women in 

architecture, women in midwifery, women in health visiting, women in education, women in trade 

unions, women in you name it. There were all these groups. I'm not saying they were all in touch 

with us but there were lots of groups around looking very specifically at women in whatever that 

professional area was. 

 

And did you find that the organisations that also worked with women, erm, were they welcoming 
towards Women’s Aid? Would, did they … What I'm trying to get at is that there seems like there was 
a lot of hostility from some organisations that maybe didn't understand Women’s Aid's perspective, 
and I'm wondering whether that was different for other groups that did work with women, and 
whether that was different? 
 
Mmhm. My experience wasn't so much … My main experience with agencies wasn't hostility 

necessarily, it was just puzzlement and irrelevance would be… 

 

Okay. 
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If there was a … And then maybe when you got there, there might be a bit of hostility because the 

people especially [inaudible 00:21:34] men would get quite defensive, but not always men, it was 

women as well, you know. But with the women's groups, no I think in those days there was a very 

strong sense of, at that level, there was a strong sense of solidarity. You really did, you really did sign 

your letters off, 'In sisterhood', you really did [laughs]. Which now seems like … Anyway, you just did 

because that, because you were all fighting the same fight. I think that … I don't know for how long 

that period lasted. I can't be sure of that. But I certainly know, I remember that, and, of course, you 

wouldn't be, you'd obviously be doing your, 'Yours sincerely’ depending on who you were writing to. 

But you were clear about who was working on the same, towards the same ends as you were. 

 

00:2:24 I see. How does that compare to relationships that you had with say … I mean, you 
mentioned that you were giving out leaflets to places like the police, and I'm curious [about] what 
you said. So puzzlement, was that the response you got from them? 
 
Yeah, no, no the police it was more there were two different things, one was that Edinburgh 

Women’s Aid, it was part of my job to write out to different agencies, and then when you see things, 

that was hand-written ones, and you really did write to them in hand – writing a lot of the time 

because you might have one type-writer between a lot of you, so it wasn't unusual to do that. You'd 

prefer if it was typed, but even the typed ones you can see was fairly basic stuff. So, you just wrote 

and explained that you were working with Women’s Aid and did they want to talk, kind of thing. And 

they would either write back saying no thanks, or would say, 'Yes, please come along'. That was it 

really. And then at national Women’s Aid it became more focused because, for example, you would 

write, with the police it was writing to all the different agencies throughout Scotland, police agencies 

throughout Scotland, police forces throughout Scotland, but also we went along to this centre for 

police studies. We had a meeting there with me, with I think a research assistant, a professor of 

something and – they were people at Strathclyde University. Now they're … You found a lot of the 

time the people in training, the training, whatever agency, they wanted to bring about change, that's 

why they were at something like training. 

 

Yeah. 
 
So one of the things was finding out these places, finding out where's the good place to get in, 

what's the good level. Sometimes it could be the very top of the tree, but sometimes it wasn't. 
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Sometimes it was these people, and training quite often … were in training because they wanted to 

change things, that's why they were in training. And they also, some of them could be very helpful 

referring you to people down in England who were already doing work. Inspector Sandra Hood who 

was at Strathclyde, she was very, very helpful. And, you know, mainly to begin with, just getting in 

and giving a talk, but it was also getting help with the right kind of language to use for the police, for 

the leaflets to the police. Because if you got a friendly person they'll help you, they'll tell you how to 

phrase it so that other people who are not quite so friendly, if you like, will at least pay attention and 

listen because you've done your homework and you're talking in their language. And then, similarly, 

there's a letter there from a woman who had somehow or other found out – she's in Birmingham – 

she had found out that we at Scottish Women’s Aid were doing work with the police and so she's 

asking for our advice on it.  

 

00:24:54 Okay. So you were doing it before…  
 
It well depends, it just depends. I don't know if we were doing it before the English, we might have 

been doing it in a different way and that individual might just simply have been, maybe she was 

getting in touch with people in England, people in Wales, people in Scotland. So I don't really know 

about that. But there's the Dobashes [pointing to document], that's a police training, so they were 

going in and doing an introduction to the sociology themes and issues. So they were doing a lot of 

sociology work and then somewhere in amongst there they would do some work on domestic 

violence.  

 

Okay, so it was quite a broad training that was being offered? 
 
Yeah, and then Tulliallan police training, that was us going in there, and one of the things we did at 

Scottish Women’s Aid was going round, er … I can remember spending a night in a police car. Sitting 

with the police in the back of the car, waiting for them, and going to a domestic violence call, and, I 

mean, they absolutely did it by the book, they did everything they should do. Now you could say 

they were doing [that] because I was there. But they could only do it if they knew what to do. So 

that had got through. So, we had said things like, 'Separate the woman, don't try and ask questions 

with the man in the room, separate them off'. That's the one I remember because to me it seems so 

bleeding obvious. But not if you don't, not if you don't know how much fear there is. Not if you don't 
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know that. And not if your main reference point is a man, maybe. Whereas they did that, they did it 

by the book. And then we went and sat round different police stations and I think there I can 

remember one of the policeman, or certainly when I went and did training with police, oh I can't 

remember where it was, and, but it was early days, and I was doing Ginny NiCarthy brainwashing, 

about the eight different things that the woman has been through. And I can always remember this 

policeman, about eight or ten of them in the room, and he just leaned back and he looked at it all 

and he went, 'But I do six out of eight of these to my wife', and you could see his colleagues all going, 

'Oh, dear god, why are you saying that out loud?' [laughs]. And that was one of these occasions 

where you didn't go, 'Well, you can you lot arrest him?'. You let what happened happen because 

they could hear what he'd said. I could hear what he said and, in fact, it was very educational for me 

because he didn't know what he was saying, he didn't actually, he did not know. And again for me, 

one of things that I would say could sometimes happen with a man who was abusive, not necessarily 

violent, but maybe violent, if he knew somebody else was doing that he would not think it was okay. 

Mmm. It's like [inaudible 00:27:34] I think it's like any of our behaviours, I think. I can be whatever, 

but if I see somebody else doing that, I think that's well out of order. 

 

Yeah.  
 
And it takes quite a lot to then go, 'I'm out of order as well'. I just think that's human beings. So, for 

me, it was quite important to be very clear about the level of abuse that was going on because it was 

horrific and equally not, for me, not to turn these people into complete monsters because there's 

just, there's no mileage in that. Does that make sense to you? 

 

Yeah, that makes sense, yeah, definitely. 
 
It's a bit of an [inaudible 00:28:11] truth about human beings somehow. And that's the sort of thing 

that I [inaudible 00:28:13] lots of mileage in a discussion day, because people would completely 

disagree with you on that. For me, that's fine. 

 

00:28:22 You talked a little bit before about your experiences with the media but how was the … how 
did you find the relationship working with newspapers on the whole? 
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I think you could find the one thing that was certainly true in all the services was find friendly 

people. Find friendly people. Don't give silly quotes [laughs], you know. Remember these people will 

be good at interviewing and that they … what … make sure that you ask, if possible, to get a look at 

what you said before it gets sent out. So it was the thing about … it was definitely helpful to get 

women, well, men as well, but it tended to be women who were friendly because they would be 

open to the … to hearing the story. But it was also very wise to know how to deal with them. You just 

learn things like, erm, oh, writing press releases, all that kind of thing, but being careful about the 

quotes and being pleasant to people, it, I think, I can remember, what was one of the ones that I 

remember… Oh, the man came and did the ‘Honest Truth’ interview, for example. I had happened to 

have a ring on my left finger, on the, whatever, what people would have called in the old days the 

marriage finger. I had a little ring with a little jewel in it, and we were just talking away and he says, 

'Oh', he says, 'But you…', and he said something like, 'But you can't hate men' or something, which 

was … [laughs]. He said, 'Oh, because you're engaged', whereas I wasn't engaged, I was wearing a 

ring on that finger. But also what was interesting, I can't remember if he said exactly that but I think 

there was, and still can be, this thing about somehow or other you hate men, and that just wasn't 

the … it was to do with behaviour that wasn't okay and to do with society and structures within that 

society that were supporting behaviour that wasn't okay. Quite simple stuff really, but obviously 

could hit buttons for people. And that's what happens, when change is happening.  

 
I have to say in my life if I'm having a shift from one position that I've been in to another. I'm not just 

going to go, 'Oh right, okay now I've changed'. It's just, I don't think how human beings … but I'm 

probably sounding very liberal etc. but it's just what I think. It's what I experience as the whole point 

is it's very frustrating and certainly it was never okay, when people seemed – when their behaviour 

meant they were supporting the woman keeping on staying with violence ,  when she might 

otherwise not. That's not okay, it has to be dealt with. But the, in terms of the media, I was just 

looking at stuff here … And there's a handwritten thing, that's a press release in handwriting – 

‘Scottish women today at an executive meeting in Falkirk expressed their alarm at the still large 

number of battered women’ - it was battered women by then -  ‘who had to be turned away from 

refuges. “It is very disturbing that this is still a problem in light of the increasing amount of refuge 

provision throughout Scotland and the housing aid provision made available through the Housing 

Homeless Persons Act” said Morna Burdon. “Women's Aid groups are fighting for survival with our 

grants being cut, but we cannot tolerate the continuation of battered women having nowhere to 
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escape to. For example x number of women turned away in Lothian region in three months prior to 

the executive’. So what that was really was just using an opportunity to … There was nothing new 

being said there at all really, but I think it must have presumably coincided with [an] executive 

meeting at Falkirk, so therefore that gave an excuse. We've got the newspaper, it's something to 

hang it on, [section removed at request of interviewee]. And then you just send it out to all the 

various contacts. And this has got press releases – good contacts. So, these must all have been 

people, if you see they're mainly men, that's the Daily Express, BBC Scotland, 9 O'clock News, 

Current Account, Glasgow Herald… 

 

00:32:33 So there were people that you felt sympathised with the…  
 
…must have used before. Jo Nichols of The Guardian Women's Page because every week, or I think 

every week, there was a women's section in The Guardian. And somebody, the editor of the Living 

section in the Observer. So you'd just send them out and then you would follow up with phone calls, 

and then also part of your job would be to do training for Women’s Aid groups on how to use the 

media. [Looking at document] I don't know what that … I think it's a June Greig one. Now with public 

meetings, planning and press releases, petitioning, an appeal was on 27th September, it's the June 

Greig one. Contact so and so the court reporter, of the Evening News. And then with police 

permission, this is what we were asking for, with police permission march down the mound in 

Edinburgh, a rally at the Playhouse cinema, Leith town hall, a torch lit march, anybody can come. Oh, 

these would be the people, Women’s Aid speakers. These were just plans, I don't … I cannot 

remember if they came to fruition. What to do on the day, public meeting, a mixed march led by 

women and one of June's relatives. That was a plan that I just do not remember if it happened.  

 

Did you have to deal with the police a lot in a more … In terms of protests and marches and stuff, did 
you have to have a relationship with them in that sense as well as education wise? 
 
I think my memory is that you had a professional relationship with them. That was it because … 

There’s a place for marches and things and that is to publicise things and to show solidarity, show 

the numbers of people who feel strongly about something. In those days, I don't think we would 

have got enorm- … Women’s Aid wouldn't have got enormous numbers out to support it. It just 

wasn't  … You had the Reclaim the Night march, we had that kind of thing, but they were at a 

different kind of level. But my memory is that mainly you were having professional relationships 
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with them. In a way, I suppose, talking the language they understood, conferences maybe. Local 

groups may be different because you can do a bit more of that ad hoc stuff. But that's again my 

memory of it. It just had to be at a level, with any of the agencies, with any of them, at a level they 

could come in at, that they could connect with you at. So that they felt you could, at some level, they 

felt a bit respected, or something like that. I mean, I think one of the things that happened with 

Women’s Aid … well, certainly happens at Rape Crisis was there was a discussion at one point as to 

whether to take funding or not. Because my memory is that [the] Rape Crisis view was that then 

they would become co-opted. I'm sure that there are people who could do a thesis on whether that 

happened to Women’s Aid or not, you know. I just don't know. Because I don't know what would 

have happened if we hadn't taken the funding. Not very much I think. Because it takes a lot of 

volunteer effort to keep things going.  

 

00:36:00 Of course, yeah. It's quite amazing to me that it managed to achieve so much with actually 
so little money. It's quite impressive really. I guess if people feel quite strongly about something that 
can power a lot. 
 
I know. It's hard to tell because I think at that time also there were a lot of other organisations … 

Now, I'm talking about ten, fifteen years timespan I think. Well, Scottish Council for Single Homeless 

set up about then, Shelter would have come up, and Cathy Come Home, the 1960s television 

programme. So ‘60s, ‘70s, there was quite a lot of, quite an upsurge of people not relying on the 

establishment to do everything but doing it themselves, I suppose. I think Women’s Aid was part of 

that, but obviously it links in with the women's movement, all of the timing of that. So, I don't … Is 

there anything else that you… 

 

Er, one of the questions that we were looking into was, how the politics question, I'm quite curious 
about … Erm did, how much did that play a part… 
 
What do you mean by politics? Do you mean feminist politics or Scottish politics? 

 

Erm, particularly, yeah, I think Scottish politics is quite interesting. Just how, like, local policies maybe 
influenced what you were doing. 
 
Well, different laws … I mean, there were different laws that … so therefore you had to, meant you 

therefore … So that when the Matrimonial Homes Act got passed in England, then that didn't mean 
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that Scotland was covered. You had to do your own fight for that but then you could [inaudible 

00:37:43] what was happening elsewhere. 

 

What was that? 
 
The Matrimonial Homes Act, Matrimonial Homes Act which was majorly about, well lots of different 

things, but it gave the woman the right to stay in the marital home. 

 

Okay.  
 
But there's loads of other things in it. And so part of our job [laughs] – but it's so long ago, you know! 

– so it was your job to read through all this stuff and to influence and to lobby and have meetings 

with MPs, and Sue Robertson did an enormous amount on that. So that, they would be one example. 

The thing that I particularly remember, actually, in terms of different countries – Scottish, English, or 

whatever – was that Women’s Aid Federation England, that I'm calling it, was called National 

Women’s Aid Federation, that's what it was actually called.  

 

Right. 
 
And then it was Scottish Women’s Aid, Welsh Women’s Aid, so I can't remember at what point that 

changed, but I do remember it had to be discussed and suggested and changed, because National 

Women’s Aid Federation did not mean what it seemed to mean. It meant Women’s Aid Federation 

England. So to me, there was an example that was not about laws or anything. That just got 

changed, as it needed to be because it was inaccurate, misleading really.  

 

00:39:02 Do you think it was important that the two were separate?  That there was the English and 
the Scottish and Welsh? 
 
Probably because of … Well, I don't know about Wales and England but certainly because of the 

laws, and people, yeah definitely. I think it, yeah, for that reason, if for no other reason, then for that 

reason it's just needed. I can't think of anything else that's … I mean, there was the Scottish 

Convention of Women and there was a joint action attached to that and because when Women’s Aid 

… Well, I became the vice chair of the Scottish Joint Action group which was attached to the Scottish 
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Convention of Women, and I wasn't there as Morna Burdon, I wouldn't have been there. I was there 

because Women’s Aid was represented on it, and that was to look at how within this convention, 

within devolution, what kind of changes might happen with regard to domestic violence, but also 

you were putting your input into a whole lot of other things as well that were related to women's 

issues. So it was women getting together again but in a different way.  

 
I mean one of the things that I put there just now, is that I've realised that I've not talked about is 

what were the children and that was really important. Erm, what I remember is … I can't remember 

how it was decided but there should be a child, a National Children's Worker because of an 

awareness of the children were needing a focus really. They were needing help in their own right 

and that would also help the woman. And so, at the national office, we … I think I drew up the job 

description, and the argument, and I think Sue drew up the money, the finances, because we did 

work very well as a team and that was quite a good balance. And then we got money for the first 

national children's worker, and a secretary to that office. And then a whole load of work came from 

that, where there leaflets etc. produced specifically for the children, about the children. Many more 

of Women’s Aid groups got local children's workers, and I just think that took an enormous load off 

the women, but also supported the children to start to have their voice about however they had 

been affected by what was happening.  

 
And I'd certainly … No, behind that, certainly at national level, Women’s Aid, for me, it was really 

important that we had crèches at the meetings etc. Where we at Scottish Women’s Aid could 

influence that then it was really important because, apart from anything else it was part of the 

Women's Liberation – 24 hour childcare, and that was part of the Liberation demands. But that 

demand was there for a reason, and it was that, you know, if you're at home looking after the bairns 

you can't be out in the world, you just can't. So that was, I think that was a really … It says at one 

point things were at a really crucial turning point, or something, and for me a really important one 

was that children's worker. I just, I don't even know why, I just think it was a really important shift 

and change and acknowledgement that the children were affected, that that was not somebody's, it 

was not the woman's fault that the children were affected, but that, and that they needed support 

and help, and a voice as well.  

 



 
 

37 
 

00:42:23 Yeah. And you were talking about in schools, you've got to talk about this stuff early, and it 
seems like that was… 
 
Similarly… 

 

Similar, so… 
 
Absolutely, yeah, and I think that a lot of wonderful work happened there, and I think, I hope it's still 

happening at local level.  

 

Yeah, you mentioned that it was a big turning point. Do you want to talk about any other turning 
points that you think were important as well? 
 
Well, this isn't about me, but just the fact that, you know, that there became paid workers. I think 

that was really important. I mean, at national level I'm talking about, and then… 

 

Do you know when that was? 
 
Well, I always thought it was Sue Robertson … Fran Wasoff was the first one. I always think it’s 1976, 

because I joined in 1978, at the local level, mid 1970s, yeah, mid 1970s. And then the fact that there 

was, again it's each time the fact that an information and education worker because then it meant 

that there was just more share of the work. And then the fact that there was an agreement to a 

training officer because that then meant that you were now training people within Women’s Aid but 

also training people outwith Women’s Aid and, as I say, I think one of the ways you could link in with 

the agencies often is through training because these people there want things to change. So, at that 

level these were all, were things, just important things like the Housing Homeless Persons Act, the 

Matrimonial Homes Scotland Act, these were all important in terms of protecting and supporting the 

women, legally. 

 

Yeah. You mentioned the Homeless Act a few times. Do you want to explain a little bit about it?  
 
No, not my job [laughs]. I'll refer you to the act. It's too … It really, really, really is too long ago for 

me. I think it was … No, I'm not going to go into it because I'll get it wrong. I'll get it wrong. 
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Don't worry, don't worry about it. 
 
But it was certainly definitely about … part of it was about women being housed in different areas. 

Because I think at the time there was something like, you know, if you became homeless  … First of 

all you had to prove you were homeless, what was the definition of homelessness, was a really 

important one, and then who had responsibility for that homeless person.  

 

Mmm, okay. 
 
These were crucial things within it. But any more than that you'll need to talk to somebody else 

[laughs]. 

 

Okay [laughs]. 
 
I also think that probably – don't know where this happened – but the fact that good decent men are 

now also not nearly as defensive about domestic violence, you know. That they will quite rightly 

support the fact that, you know, nobody should be getting put through torment within their 

relationship, whether it's physical violence, mental … So, I think that was a really important [thing] 

somehow and I don't think that's in a way a turning point as such, I think that's been a trickle drip, 

drip, drip, drip, you know, affect.  

 

00:45:26 Would you like to talk a bit more about how it's affected society, on the whole do you think, 
Women’s Aid as a whole? It's quite a broad question, I know. 
 
I think for me one of the major things is that you can be in a whole load of different settings now, 

whether it's theatre, schools, social even, wherever, and people will under-, will know that domestic 

violence exists, and will know that it's wrong. That's a pretty major, that's pretty major. I don't know 

if that's your experience, but at that … One, it wouldn't have been mentioned, and if it was 

mentioned, really truly you were in the territory of needs that, wants that, asks for it, deserves it. 

You really were, there genuinely was. I mean, I can remember being in the company of – it doesn't 

matter which profession, probably doesn't, but anyway – and they were clearly saying that the 

woman had a psychological need for it, clearly saying that. And I just don't think that would be said 

[now]. That's why combatting some of where Pizzey was saying, or what she appeared to be saying 
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in her book, was so important because she was very influential. And I still think she should be given 

due credit for what she did do at the very beginning. But you can't have people being told that they 

deserve violence, need it or want it. It's just not okay. 

 

Yeah, it's a very big shift of mentality that's come over in actually [in] quite a short amount of time. 
 
It is quite a short amount of time, and I think, and I hope that – this might be contentious, I'm sure it 

will be – and I think that if there are men who are being abused by other men, women being abused 

by women, or men being abused by women, anywhere, I hope that Women’s Aid has been part of 

raising that. Now there's a contentious one. But I really do, because you know, it's like Kathy Kerr 

said all those years ago, that her son said in her obituary, just be kind to each other. If someone 

needs help, help them. It's not complicated stuff, but the kindness involves not denying stuff just 

because it doesn't suit your politics, not denying stuff because you'd rather it wasn't true… 

 

00:47:46 Mmm, I guess that kind of brings us onto the question of the future of Women’s Aid. You 
mentioned maybe there needs to be, maybe not in Women’s Aid specifically, but we are broadening 
and looking into other ways that domestic abuse is influencing  different sort of … men and so on… 
 
I think that Women’s Aid should always be about looking after the woman. No que-, beginning, start, 

you know, because women [section removed at request of interviewee],we'll support them. 

Women’s Aid is, I'm hundred per cent certain, there to help the women and their children. That's 

what Women’s Aid [is] there for, and then the all sorts of other agencies can do other work and that 

anybody else, anybody's pain, at the hands of anybody else, I personally think should not be ignored. 

But Women’s Aid should stick firmly to the fact that it's [about women and children], because that's 

it's job. That's what it's there for, that's what's given it so much strength and has helped so many 

women. Well, I remember being interviewed in, goodness knows when, probably about 1982 or 

something, and – this is what you've got to watch with the media – the question that was asked was, 

'Do you ever see an end to domestic violence?'. It was called domestic violence by then. But they did 

mean violence by men against women. My answer was, 'No, not in our lifetime, no not in this 

century'. The answer that appeared in the paper was, 'No'. Well, that would have been pretty 

pointless what we were trying to do! [Laughs] So, I think that … What was it you said? What do you 

see for the future? Well, it would be wonderful if Women’s Aid was not needed. That would be, that 

would be the achievement. That would be the achievement, wouldn't it? That, for me, that would be 
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the one. That would be it. That would be the one, that would be it, you know. Because you can say 

you can hope for more refuges and you can hope for better attitudes and all of that, but, actually, 

what you hope for is that Women’s Aid isn't needed, that would be the one that would do fine 

[laughs]. 

 

[Section removed at request of interviewee] 

 

End interview 


