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Recording 1 
 
[Name anonymised] can you describe what your connection with Women’s Aid was and why 
did you get involved with Women’s aid? 
 
Okay, well we moved here in 1974 and we had children and I had a baby in 1979 and at that 

time I was looking for some voluntary work to do … to get me out of the house [laughs]. So, I 

approached the social work department and I did some work as a volunteer with the social 

work department and the guy who supervised my work then said he was aware of an 

organisation called Women's Aid – which was then known as the battered wives – and said 

they were looking for volunteers and so he gave me the contact details and I approached the 

organiser at that time and joined Women's Aid towards the end of 1979. That was 

Dunfermline Women’s Aid at that time. 

 
What were the different ideas connected to Women’s Aid that attracted you? 
 
I was interested in women’s issues and certainly at that time I was because I had stopped 

work a few years before and there were at that time no maternity rights and a lot of 

difficulties for women. I was interested in what you might call women's issues and, so, 

interested in working with an organisation that was concerned with women and my work 

with the social work department had been in relation to befriending children and taking 

them out and as a result of that I visited a number of houses and families where I had 

become aware that there was … I mean, I was quite naive at that time.  I was in my twenties 
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and I just had no idea that people lived in the way that became obvious to me, that there 

was a real problem with violence. So Women’s Aid seemed to tick the boxes for me really at 

that time.   

 
When did you join Women’s Aid? 
 
I joined Dunfermline Women’s Aid towards end 1979.  

 
00:02:44 Can you describe a day in the life of your Women’s Aid group? 
 
Okay, we had one refuge and it was provided by the church in Dunfermline. It was a 

property that church owned – [name of location anonymised] – and there was an organiser 

and no-one got paid for anything. It was all voluntary. There was an organiser and her name 

was [name anonymised]. She had a friend, two friends,  [names anonymised], they were all 

ladies who are the age I am now [laughs], which is 70, nearly 70, and they just organised it 

and there were a couple of other volunteers and, basically, we just spoke mostly on the 

phone and arranged a visit so that the refuge was visited every day by somebody.   

 
So there were women living in the refuge?  
 
Yes, yes, there were two families living in the refuge. It only had room for two. It wasn’t a 

very attractive property at all but it was all we had, didn’t cost anything, and so I would be 

on a rota and each day one of the volunteers would visit the refuge and just, basically, deal 

with anything that needed to be dealt with.  And when someone, women and families were 

being admitted to the refuge, [name anonymised] would just phone round until she found 

someone who could go and help them and go and take them into the refuge and deal with 

all what had to be dealt with, take them food … or take them shopping, and point them in 

the direction of social security for making an application for benefits etc. and really we just 

did what we thought we could and what seemed best at the time.  

 
00:05:04 How did women find out about the refuge? 
 
I don’t have any statistics or knowledge about that but the police knew about us because we 

would often be contacted by the police. The DSS, as it was then, knew about us and the 

churches. The older volunteers were active church members and we had posters and things 

that we tried to put up and we also had posters put up in doctors’ surgeries and … Yes, 
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people … Just hit or miss really, though we did have a regular advert in the Dunfermline 

press at that time, small adverts saying, ‘Are you being abused?’. 

 
And women felt safe there even though no one there was sort of looking after them? Like, 
partners didn’t know where they had gone? 
 
Well, we tried to keep the address secret, of course, and it was in a fairly obscure place, 

which cuts both ways because it makes you feel a bit, sort of, hidden away so that no one 

could see what was going on but at the same time no one really knew that the property was 

there. It was down a lane, [location anonymised], had actually burned down the year 

before, I think, and so there was an empty plot but people did seem to feel safe just because 

it was a, kind of, secret place and they had … Obviously, they could phone, they had a list of 

volunteers, so all of us on call all the time [laughs], a bit different from now. So they could 

always phone if there was anything. 

 
Did that happen a lot? 
 
We didn’t have a lot of men coming to the refuge, no. We had quite a lot of ‘I have got no 

money, no food, how do I do this, I have locked myself out’, so a lot of calls but not a lot of 

men at the refuge. The police knew where it was of course. 

 
During the time with Women’s Aid did you and your group have links to Scottish Women's 
Aid? 
 
We did. In fact, one of the earlier Scottish Women's Aid conferences was held here in 

Dunfermline. 

 
When was that? 
 
Well, I have been trying to remember and I can’t remember but it must have been early 

‘80s. It might have been … When was Scottish set up? Do you have that information? 

 

Forty years ago. 

So 1976 … I was definitely at it and now I come to think of it, it wasn’t an annual conference 

because they had quarterly meetings of all the groups at that time. And I can tell you how 

small it was because we held it in the community centre here in Dunfermline  and we had a 
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big room which everyone met in and a another room for a crèche, and it was quite novel to 

have a crèche in those days. And we provided the food and the whole thing, the whole 

Women’s Aid representatives from all Women’s Aid groups, all of us fitted into a room in the 

community centre. It was quite early on but for me it was very exciting. I felt I was part of a 

movement.  

 
00:08:54 What was Scottish Women’s Aid like? 
 
It was just a, kind of, helpline thing. I don’t know if I ever went to the SWA office at that 

time. I did later on but it was just that we knew people who were doing the same as we 

were doing and had ways of doing things and information about how you could do certain 

things and we could just phone them up and ask for help. 

 
So they were a supportive resource for you as individual groups? 
 
Absolutely, yes, and at that time the local authorities all took different views about 

homelessness and domestic abuse and it was good to have this central thing that knew what 

was happening in other areas so that we could say to in Fife, ‘Oh, but in Lothian they are 

doing this or in Inverclyde they are doing something else’.  

 
So you could use that information as a lever to get better services? 
 
Yes. I don’t know if you know about priority homelessness and all questions about whether 

people had to live in the area and you couldn’t get a house if you didn’t have connections 

here and, of course, by this time, once you got into the ‘80s, women were moving around 

from one area to another in order to escape. And then the local authorities would say, ‘We 

aren’t going to give you a house because you don’t come from this area’. So Scottish were 

good for compiling a lot of that information and helping us. 

 
 
00:10:45 So did you make representations on behalf of women in the refuge? 
 
We usually went with them to a housing interview. They had an interview, what was called 

the homeless interview, and, uh, we would go along with that and … Ugh, it was horrible in 

those days ‘cause, I mean, ‘cause domestic abuse was coming to light – I’m talking right back 

in the early days, not talking about later. In the early days, in officialdom, there was a, kind 
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of, horror about how much was coming out, how much of it there was. It reminds me a bit 

now when you hear all the child abuse stuff and people say, ‘There can’t possibly be that 

much going on’. And it was a bit like that, and, ‘You are just saying this to get a house, you 

know, to get a move because you don’t like your tenancy and you want a different tenancy 

and when you move into it your husband will move in with you’, a lot of scepticism and 

trying to reject a lot of claims because I think local authorities, at that time, began to see 

that this was going to take up quite a lot of their resources if they responded appropriately 

to what was happening. So, we used to go along and they would say, ‘I don’t see any bruises. 

Does he hit you? If he doesn’t hit you it can’t be that bad’. It was hard, yes.  

 
Can you describe interactions with external organisations and groups such as the police … 
Talked about housing … What was the attitude of the police at that time?  
 
The police were kind of stereotypical. ‘It’s just a domestic. You know, these people, drunk on 

a Saturday night what does she expect?’. 

 
[Interruption. Recording stopped.]  
 
 
Recording 2 
 
So we were talking about the police… 
 
The police … What period are we in now – sort of 1980s? – because we had moved on a bit 

in the 1980s. We got a grant in 1982 and we had more refuges in the ‘80s but the police 

knew about us and used us, as did the social workers, I might say, as a way out of a problem 

that was on their doorstop. So, yes, we would get calls in the middle of the night and I 

remember specifically, vividly,  a call from police who were down at one of the refuges down 

in [location anonymised] and they said they had this woman and two children and she was 

out of the house and her husband had abused her and could I come and get her and take her 

into the refuge. And I said where was the husband? They said he was in the house and they 

were not going to arrest him, they didn’t arrest people then generally, and they said she was 

on the corner of the road down there. So this was about two o’clock in the morning. So I got 

in the car and went down to collect her and they had gone, the police had gone, and this 

woman was in her nightdress in the phone box with her children. And she was quite near the 

house she had come from and the police had gone away. Her choice was to go back home or 
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wait for me to come. She didn’t know who I was or where I was coming from, what time I 

would get there or where I would take her. She had stayed in the phone box, I suppose not 

for very long as I lived quite near but she didn’t know that, or where I was or who I was, and 

she got in my car and I took her to the refuge and she had picked up some clothes and things 

while the police were there and she had a coat over her nightie and that was her coming in 

to the refuge and the police had gone, driven away, matter sorted, Women’s Aid are 

coming.  

 
And you were still doing that in a voluntary capacity? 
 
Yes, but in 1980 something, early ‘80s, we got a grant from Urban Aid because there is a 

deprived area over there – [location anonymised] – and you could get grants and we got a 

grant to employ a coordinator for 10 hours a week and I had that job. So I got that job. My 

son was about five so it was about 1984/5, something like that, and so I was paid to work 10 

hours a week for what we called coordination, doing rota for refuge visits and visiting the 

refuges if there was no one else available and dealing with housing and going to housing 

interviews and things with people.  

 
And how many refuges were there at that time? 
 
By mid ‘80s we had one, two, three, we had three, each of which had two families in it 

because they were all shared refuges in those days. Yes, we had three. 

 
00:03:48 Where did you get the properties from? 
 
The council, one from the church … We still had the one from the church, one from the 

council – one was a council house, that was our pride and joy because we had an actual, you 

know, a proper council house – and the other property has been demolished now. It had 

been compulsory purchased for road widening but wasn’t needed immediately and that was 

a horrible place.  

 
What was the state of accommodation like? 
 
As nice as we could make it but we did all the decorating ourselves and all the furnishings, all 

the moving,  everything was donated and including all the sheets, blankets and, yes, it 

wasn’t brilliant and the properties, two of the properties, weren’t of the type that you could 
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make really nice because they were damp. The church one was a ground floor flat and it was 

damp and yucky under the sink, damp smelling, and the other one was up a flight of stairs 

and had all creaky floors and, you know, you just couldn’t make them nice, and there were 

only, by that time, six or eight of us. We would have decorating parties but we had our own 

families and we had no money to pay to have anything decorated or furnished. 

 
What was the attitude of the people living ‘round about, were they supportive? 
 
People who lived upstairs in the church flat were unsympathetic but didn’t make a lot of fuss 

because they knew it was a charity and it was provided by the church. But the church did 

eventually ask us to leave because they said that it was noisy and it was people constantly 

changing and that was what people didn’t like. It wasn’t about … I don’t think it was 

animosity to abused women and their children, it was just they never got to know anybody. 

 
So how long did women generally stay? 
 
In those days only about six weeks and that would be a maximum because if they were 

housed through the homeless legislation they were just given some awful flat somewhere 

and they had no choice. So a lot of them went back home because of that. Because you 

would get … Some of the flats that people were offered to live in were definitely worse than 

the refuge, damp and horrible and dark and in horrible, you know, blocks of flats with 

boarded up windows in areas where they put all their problem families and they saw abused 

women as a problem family and they put them all in the same blocks. A lot have been 

completely knocked down because they were just awful. So, some of the women just went 

home.  

 
00:07:22 So did you see them again? 
 
Yes, yes people came more than once and sometimes, you know, that’s to be … Well, I think 

that's to be expected, that people don’t leave home at two o’clock in the morning one night, 

go to a refuge and then decide they have embarked on a new life. They are bound to go back 

and try again, successfully in the end, hopefully, lots of times.  I did think in those days that 

the whole problem would go away but it hasn’t, no.  

 

Can you talk about your views on Women’s Aid work with children?  
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Yes, we had a children’s worker, I think we were one of the first groups to have a specific 

children’s worker and we got a grant for that, her name was [name anonymised], and 198-, 

must have been early ‘80s, and it was only for a short time in a week, a few hours really, and 

she used to go round the refuges and do play sessions and also do some individual taking 

out of children and working with them and it expanded from there. Then we had, eventually, 

more full time, perhaps not completely full time but more full time, children’s worker and 

now we have in Fife, which is Kirkcaldy, Dunfermline and East Fife Women's Aid joined 

together … And so Dunfermline Women’s Aid had children’s workers ever since then and 

now Fife has lots of children’s workers. 

 
Was that unusual? 
 
Now? Not … But then I think it was unusual when I think about it … But, yes, we were one of 

the first to get a children’s worker  and then they had … Scottish set up a children’s workers 

group and the children’s workers who were quite isolated – they had a specific job within a 

Women’s Aid group, whereas most of the other volunteers would be just general support 

workers and would  be working with the women – so it was good for all the children’s 

workers to go and meet up and so they had children’s workers group meetings at Scottish. 

So they came from all over to meet other children’s workers to get ideas. Sorry, I had a big 

gap in my close involvement with Women's Aid in the ‘90s because I went off to study law 

and I qualified as a solicitor. So I remained a member of the collective and was involved but I 

didn’t do any actual Women’s Aid work then. So I know what happened but I was less closely 

involved with it.  

 
That is one area Sarah is interested in because there seems to be a bit of a collective memory 
gap in the ‘90s.    
 
Interesting.  
 
 
00:11:17 Did you go study law as a result of your experience with Women’s Aid? 
 
Yes. In 1982 the Matrimonial Homes Act came out, it was enacted in 1982/3  and Scottish 

set up a Matrimonial Homes Act working group to write guidance for Women’s Aid groups 

about this new legislation, which was extremely important because it gave women rights to 
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their matrimonial home which  they had not previously had … Don’t know how much you 

know about that?  

 
I read about this … Amazing it was as late as 1982.   
 
I know 1982, hence me going to a phone box in the middle of the night. Because if the man 

had the tenancy, as they usually did, he could say to the police, ‘Put her out’, and they did, 

they did use to do that. So this was a great thing, so we had this working party which I was 

interested in and went on and became really interested in the law there and then we had 

the poll tax – remember that? [laughs] – and I got involved because it was going to affect 

refuges because they were going to make women in refuges pay this poll tax and I became 

involved with lobbying and became more interested in the law. So, eventually, I decided to 

go off and study law, which I did and I became a family law solicitor but I did remain less 

closely but involved with Dunfermline Women’s Aid throughout that time. I was still a 

member of the collective and then during the ‘90s the collective started to fall apart, not fall 

apart [but] became not a useful way of working.  

 
Why was that? 
 
Because we got big and there were quite a lot of paid jobs then and there must have been 

about 20 people involved and initially we had no distinction … We were a collective and we 

had no distinction between paid and unpaid workers in terms of what they did, their 

contribution or their value to the group and we worked collectively and everyone had an 

equal say in the collective. But then it got to be that there were paid employees and there 

were so many people and the collective became a series of groups. I don’t know if this 

happened in other groups or not but what happened in Dunfermline, there were little 

groups of people who thought things should be one way or another way and then collective 

discussions – which were always long, meetings used to go on to 11 o’clock at night  [laughs] 

– became acrimonious and people would keep bringing the same things back because they 

wanted things different and people were not accepting collective decisions and we just 

needed more structure because it just wasn’t working.  

 
00:14:41 Was this because of the size? 
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I don’t like to think it was only because of the size but I think the size had a big impact on the 

ability to reach a consensus because that was what we were trying to do, always to reach a 

consensus. Yes, I think size made it possible for there to be … And also the scattering and the 

more refuges. By this time we were getting up to, I think, individual refuges and people are 

going off and there is more than one office so people could recruit,  if you like – seemed less 

honest somehow – and I was at university for some of that time and probably not going to 

all the meetings either so…  

 
Were there other people from when you’d started still involved at that time? 
 
Oh yes, and still are … Well, not from very early but [name anonymised], she was a 

children’s worker so she would have been able to talk about that and she was certainly there 

in the ‘80s. So, yes, there are people still who have been … And there is someone who is still 

working  and still is employed – [name anonymised] is a trustee,  [section removed at 

request of interviewee] – but one of the workers who is employed by Fife Women’s Aid has 

been there at least since the mid-80s.  

 
That is a long time.  
 
Yes, we say you never escape [laughs]. 

 
Do you remember any media stories on domestic violence during your time at Women’s Aid? 
 
Not really specific- … I wrote an article for the Sunday Mirror once about the Matrimonial 

Homes Act and that was published.  I was quite pleased with that and there was kind of a lot 

publicity about the Matrimonial Homes Act, which I suppose I was aware of as I was so 

interested in it, around the idea that men could be put out of their homes and how shocking 

that it was that a man – that a man – could be put out of his own home, because he might 

had bought or might be the tenant but he could be just thrown out.  

 
Did that happen very much? 
 
That men were put out? Well, yes, it did, I mean, and it was difficult for sheriffs to accept at 

first as well but yes it did begin to happen.  

 
00:17:52 The establishment must have been quite resistant? 
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Yes, the sorts of arguments that would be made in court even by solicitors would be that the 

man had worked and he’d paid the mortgage and it is his house and she doesn’t work and 

why should he be thrown out of his own home and she could get a tenancy with the council, 

a lot of stuff along those lines, but it did become to be established that an exclusion order 

could be granted and they were and still are. I don’t remember any other specific publicity … 

Obviously, there would be stories about domestic abuse and they would appear in the 

Dunfermline press because there was always a court report and still are, the Dunfermline 

press is still full of domestic abuse cases. Sometimes I think there is nothing else in it.  

 

Can you describe any significant turning points or times of change? 
 
The Matrimonial Homes Act was one.  There was a change in attitude, which was gradual 

within Fife Council and maybe depended on the people. Quite early on there was a Director 

of Housing who was very sympathetic to Women’s Aid and he made big changes, that was a, 

kind of, a personal thing rather than a turning point, I suppose, but it became that women 

got more choice about the house they were offered and were offered better properties. So 

that improved. You know, things have changed so gradually it is hard to put your finger on 

something, particular points. I can’t think of anything else specific. 

 
What about changes in Scottish politics in recent years. What has been the impact on 
Women’s Aid and how domestic abuse is talked about? 
 
Yes, I do think so, I think the Violence Against Women fund and Women and Girls has made 

a real difference and the attitudes of the local authority have been … I mean, they were 

improved and good but they have been supported by the government in terms of funding 

and the priorities. So they have set up, Fife set up the Fife Domestic Abuse Forum and there 

was a more integrated approach and it’s not just about funding, it’s about attitudes as well 

and domestic abuse becoming more talked about and the Zero Tolerance campaign … Yes, I 

think this government, both this one and the previous minority government, who were very 

positive in supporting victims of domestic abuse.  

 

00:21:54 Has the Scottish Parliament itself made a difference?  
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Yes, yes, Scotland isn’t an afterthought as it so often used to be, the UK Parliament where 

they often wouldn’t take account of or they weren’t very interested … The poll tax was a 

good example of that because women in refuges were going to be badly affected by that but 

the Westminster Parliament weren’t the least bit interested in that, you know, they 

introduced it in Scotland before England & Wales and they weren’t the least bit interested 

because it was only going to affect Scotland. Soon as  it started to affect England & Wales… 

 
And did you manage to resolve that issue I can’t remember? 
  
It was resolved. Women didn’t have to pay the poll tax but I think it was resolved by Fife 

Council and … Now, I think they did introduce an exemption for refuges eventually, it is a bit 

like the bedroom tax, just same thing all over again but then that actually cost Fife Council 

money to sort that and the Scottish Government supported that. So that’s another thing 

where the Scottish Government have supported things so, yes, we are not an afterthought 

any more. 

 
What do you think the impact of Women’s Aid has been both on society and yourself at a 
personal level? 
 
On society I think it had a great impact generally. I am not sure that the general public would 

say that they know a lot about Women's Aid itself as an organisation or how it works, but 

the profile of domestic abuse has certainly been raised and I think you would find few 

people now that would think it was acceptable for a man to physically punish or treat his 

partner badly so that has been good although I sometimes think teenagers have somehow 

missed out on that, seems to be young women still seem to think it is what they can expect 

so in some ways we are going backwards. For me personally, it has been amazing. I mean, it 

certainly fitted with my views when I joined and it’s maintained my interest in feminist 

issues over the years. But from a personal point of view, my best friends are my Women’s 

Aid colleagues and over the years … Well, I still have lunch every month with people now 

retired and we still talk about Women's Aid and women’s issues. It was a, yes, a political and 

personal really benefit for me… 

 
00:25:35 I am not sure young women are the same now. When I was a young woman we 
were all interested in and talked about women’s issues. I don’t get the sense from my own 
daughter and her friends that that is now the case.  
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My daughter is certainly very feminist but she is forty now. Younger people, I think it was 

sort of … There was a period when it was all taken for granted that it was fixed but it wasn’t 

fixed, it has gone back and you feels like you need to start all over again.  

 
That is the last question: what do you think the future holds and what would you like to see? 
 
I am a bit depressed about the future really because I know that … I know from reading 

about it – because my grandchildren aren’t teenagers – but young people get their views 

from Facebook and Twitter and all these messaging things and there don’t seem to be any 

such things as facts anymore. They don’t read newspapers, do they? And don’t even watch 

news on TV. And what they see are images of the way people behave toward one another 

which aren’t or shouldn’t be the way people behave to one another.  

 
Yes, because they don’t get any alternative views, just social media which is so self-selective. 
 
Yes, yes, their friends are putting these things up all the time and making jokes etc. So Fife 

Women’s Aid is going into schools and trying to educate but the peer group is much more 

important to young people.  

 

Is that a new thing for Fife, going into schools or [have they] always done it? 

Always done it, yes, but I think it is a bit more organised now and Scottish help with 

materials, and they have done various campaigns, haven’t they?  But I am afraid I am not 

really up with the children’s stuff but I know they have done Listen Loud [sic] [recte Louder] 

campaign – was that Scottish or Fife? – that was for children to be listened to and we also 

have a counseling service for young people which I think is well used, but, no, it is depressing 

to think that 40 years on things are better but the problem isn’t fixed.  Things are better in 

the sense that women get better recognition, have nicer refuges to stay in – refuges are 

absolutely beautiful now, refuges are now single family units – and the support is wonderful 

and all of that but, you know, how come the granddaughters of people that I had in the 

refuge – and I know this – the granddaughters of those women are in refuge?  

 
00:29:25 So what more can be done? Ideas? Different steps?  
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I don’t know. I have always, from the start, thought that it is about education and getting 

women not to get involved. And to some extent that worked because the women who come 

into refuges now are younger. Years ago we had a lot of older women who had put up with 

it for a long time and I think women perhaps don’t put up with it for quite as long now. But 

why do they … How did they make a bad choice in the first place? And I think that is to do 

with self-confidence and self-esteem, isn’t it?  And that’s always been the problem, really, 

that young women who take a man who won’t let them out of his sight or wants to know 

where they have been every minute of the day, and they take that as a sign of affection and 

devotion and they don’t see it coming, that controlling-ness and I think that’s more of a 

problem now than physical abuse, the emotional, this controlling behaviour thing. Do you 

listen to The Archers? Yes, me too [laughs]. That whole thing is very well portrayed and that 

has had an impact as well on people’s understanding but how you could prosecute someone 

for what he has done I do not see and as a solicitor I can’t see how someone could be 

successfully prosecuted.  

 
That is the new law. 
 
Yes, abusive and controlling behavior. I don’t know if there have been any cases.  

 
It is so difficult – so hidden and no corroboration. 
 
Yes, and even she didn’t recognise it. Only now after she has left him has she recognised. 

And that is my experience, only after women are in refuge, that they sit down and you talk 

to them, that they begin to see what was happening to them wasn’t acceptable or normal 

and if they have been brought up with it as well … Because I have done a lot of work with in 

the courts about children and I work with a fostering agency as well and children that can’t 

recognise sometimes abuse because they have always … that’s what they have known. They 

don’t realise that there is a different way of living and I think that is often true for abused 

women, initially. They need to get away from it to be able to see what is happening  to them 

and that is why [there] always used to be a lack of public understanding about why women 

just don’t leave him, why didn’t she leave, ‘If anyone did that to me…’. I think there is still 

that attitude around.  

 
All about power. 
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Yes, if you are not under someone's power or influence you aren’t frightened of them and 

you can see what is going on and wouldn’t stay but if you are under their power and 

influence it is very difficult. I remember an incident at one of the refuges about … oh years 

and years ago. Two women in the refuge and both terrified of their husbands, and the 

husband of one of them came to the refuge, had found out where she had come to and had 

come to the refuge and hammered on the refuge door and the other woman who was living 

there – who he didn’t know and she didn’t know him – answered the door to him and saw 

him off and gave him what for and, you know, tongue lashed him and sent him away and 

said she was phoning the police, that he should bugger off and, you know, never darken 

their door again. He said he wanted to see his wife and she said, ‘No way are you going to 

get to see her’ and she saw him off and he went away and if it had been her husband … 

Because I had seen her otherwise, because we were doing court action for her with her 

husband. She was terrified of him, an absolute quivering jelly wreck, isn’t it funny? 

 
So they have it in them? 
 
Yes, yes, just he was in control totally, how she felt how she acted.  

 
00:34:49 Is there anything else you want to share? 
 
Don’t think so. I did work for Scottish for a while in, must have been late ‘80s and someone 

was on maternity leave. Covered, worked there for about 6 months, really enjoyed it, just 

did generally what needed to be done, can’t remember now, just remember working there. 

It was in St Colme Place up on the top there … Really enjoyed … Before I went off to 

university, enjoyed it.  

 

You are still active?  
 
[Section removed at request of interviewee]. 
 

You mentioned how the collective got a bit scratchy - how is Fife it now? 
 
Fine now. It was a difficult transition. Dunfermline Women's Aid made the transition to 

becoming a company limited by guarantee in about 2005? That was quite hard because 

peoples’ position changed. This is the really hard thing, in the collective all equal, all voices 

heard and you do what you think best – the way we ran it – and then it became, ‘I am the 
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team leader and I am telling you … You are in this refuge today or you are doing this today 

etc.’ and that was a very hard transition for some of the people, though over time people 

came in and just accepted that as a normal hierarchical form of structure.  East Fife tried 

that but tried to do it without making the transition, tried to become a company but still 

work as a collective but that didn’t work and then they had to change over to the hierarchal 

structure.  Kirkcaldy was a collective but because we were still a collective when we merged 

and that was going on for the same reasons … So when we merged we just merged into a 

company and we had a hierarchical structure. It is a difficult transition and it’s to the credit 

of the people who work in Fife and were in those systems that they did make that transition 

and it works pretty well.  I think one of the … We have a great manager who is a great 

people person and who doesn’t make people feel that they are lower or higher and then 

they work in teams and work together and they have team leaders but they are all pretty 

good at working together. We are lucky, very lucky in our staff, 42 people now, all work very 

well together. It is big … When I think of [name anonymised]’s sitting room which is where 

we met and when I was first involved … There were four or five of us. 

 

End interview 
 
 
 
 
 


